February 11th 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that you and your families are well. We have enjoyed a very positive start to the year with your
children and our Covid rates have been extremely low most of this term; we continue to be cautious
and will support any child who wishes to continue wearing their face covering in class or around
school.
Communication
We have been developing the school website this term and I hope that you find it more informative
with a wealth of information about our curriculum and enrichment programme, as well as live news
items via the front page and our live twitter feed. We will be developing aspects of the website
further next term; if you have any feedback for us in the meantime, please email the school. We will
be increasingly using the website as a way of keeping you informed about all the fantastic things that
are going on at Priestnall! We have had some great sporting successes this term; a detailed breakdown
of the results will be on the news section of the website shortly.
Students’ access into school
From next term, our students will only be allowed to enter the school site via the Student Entrance
and Rec Centre pedestrian path. The Science car park should not be used (this is a health & safety
consideration as moving vehicles and students need to be kept separate).
The Science car park gate will be locked at 8:35 and the school buildings will open for students at 8:40,
as normal. The gate from the Rec Centre car park to the back of school will be closed until 8:40 and
morning duty staff will be on duty at 8:35.
The breakfast provision in Café Mersey will continue to open from 8:15 every morning and all students
are welcome.
Students may congregate in the Rec Centre Car park on arrival if this is before 8:40. We are currently
planning for additional furniture to be put in this space for students.
Students “doing their little bit of good”
Following my assembly about “doing your little bit of good”, I have received a number of ideas from
students for fundraising, as well as plans for improving our school. I still have several student groups
to meet early next term! One of the most impressive is worthy of particular note: some of our Year
11 girls have been successful in being part of a national project with the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust; as
a result of this, they have designed a project which will create a sensory garden for students. Their
entrepreneurial spirit, imagination and leadership will ensure that we develop further aspects of our
support for students. I look forward to sharing further information some time next term; if you wish
to donate towards this project, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

I am always pleased to hear about our students’ successes and achievements outside of school; thank
you to those of you who take the time to write in to let me know. Please continue to do this so that
we can congratulate your child, as well as share with the wider Priestnall community.
Year 11
Year 11 have continued to have such an excellent attitude towards their studies, particularly their
recent mock examinations. Many students are, already, on track to achieve some outstanding grades
this summer. We have regular revision classes running, as well as access to GCSE Pod and other
platforms specific to individual subjects. Next term, we expect Year 11 students to be attending all
revision sessions and prioritising their studies above everything else, whilst also building in time for
social time and exercise to aid their mental health and wellbeing. I would encourage any Year 11
student who is feeling anxious or struggling in any way, to contact a member of their college team, or
Mrs Marsden in the Wellbeing Centre. We will do everything we can to support them in their final
few months at Priestnall. Mr Clarey will be sending a separate letter to Year 11 parents later today.
A separate communication will follow from Mr Kneen but we are pleased to announce the date of the
Priestnall Prom, which will take place on Wednesday 29th June 2022 at The Deanwater Hotel. I am
sure this is something our Year 11 students will be looking forward to. We have not made any
decisions regarding Year 11 students’ last day at school but it is our intention to keep them for as long
as possible!
Trips and visits
Our ski trip takes place over the half-term and I am sure that everyone is looking forward to this
following several years of not being able to go very far at all! Please see our twitter pages for updates
as they travel and enjoy some well-deserved skiing in Italy! We have already started to plan our
programme of summer enrichment, which includes a whole range of activities and events to enhance
every child’s experience of school. I am really pleased that we can finally get back to some kind of
‘normality’ so that our children can thrive and enjoy their school experience to the full.
I hope that your children have a safe and enjoyable half-term break. We look forward to welcoming
them back on Monday 21st February 2022.
Yours faithfully,

Craig Burns
Headteacher

