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PLEASE NOTE: There will be a revised and updated Film Studies Curriculum, with a new selection of films and coursework materials starting in September 2022. 

 

Curriculum Intent and Vision 

Within Film Studies we will be addressing one of the most powerful and influential medium of the Twentieth and Twenty First Century, and exploring developing 
a critical and analytical understanding of how Film as an artform has both reflects and directs society itself. In order to do this, we will be approaching films 
from two perspectives. On one hand, we will be covering the technological and institutional aspects of the film industry, focussing on the manner in which 
advances in technology has enabled film-makers and studios to produce ever-more ambitious concepts. An even greater emphasis will be placed upon the 
ideological and sociological concepts under-pinning the films: we will be looking at some of the social and historical contexts, the reasons for the film existing 
and the impact that this is intended to have upon the target demographic. 

 

Throughout the course, students will cover the following key aspects of Film Studies: 

 

 Genre – The codes, conventions and expectations of different film genres 

 Narrative – The manner in which narratives are constructed to impact audience 

 Context – The historical and political ideas around the film, as well as the society that the film was produced within 

 Representation – How issues such as race, class, and sex/gender/sexuality are presented within a film 

 Specialist Writing – Studying reviews, essays and critical analyses  

Aesthetics – How the ‘look’ and style of a film is created through technological decisions.  
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During the course students will develop their ability to: 

· Respond critically and analytically to a range of mainstream and independent films. 

· Write scholarly, multi-layered essays addressing a range of ideological influences. 

· Develop understanding and knowledge of the contexts informing film production  

· Explore the relationship between finished film product and audience. 

· Enhance their skills in the planning and creation of films within a specific genre. 

· Explore the developing world of media technologies. 

 

In this sense, there is also some overlap between GCSE Film Studies and other essay-based subjective/analytical subjects such as History, Politics, and Sociology. 
The key relationship here is that all of the courses mentioned require pupils to actively reflect upon and engage with the content covered not just in terms of 
an academic exercise, but as a stimulus for a wider appreciation and discussion of the human condition. 
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Challenge in (Insert subject name): 

Within the Film Studies department, we encourage all pupils to challenge themselves by exploring a wide range of films and critical approaches that exist 
outside of the mainstream. Aside from the very challenging films that are included upon the actual exams, within lessons the pupils will be exploring extracts 
from auteurs as wide-reaching and idiosyncratic as Alfred Hitchcock, Guillermo Del Toro, Tim Burton and Edgar Wright. We will also be exploring a wider 
variety of scholarly reviews and articles, addressing everything from the moral and aesthetic interpretations of the films covered, to the ethics and ideology of 
ideology of Independent Cinema. 

Furthermore, as part of our Super-Curriculums students are encouraged to challenge themselves, by completing activities from the Super Curriculum grid. This 
includes everything from wider reading, such as the celebrated tome ‘Making Movies’ by Sidney Lumet, to reflecting upon issues such as “There is still not 
effective LGBTQ+ representation in film.” With the more challenging tasks – such as the aforementioned debate prompt – the activity will be denoted in pink. 

 

Staff in GCSE Film Studies: 

Mr Darren Poole – Director of Learning/Curriculum Leader 
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Subject Frequency over 2-week timetable KS4 

At Key Stage 4, pupils will have: 

Year 10 – five lessons of GCSE Film Studies. 

Year 11 – six lessons of GCSE Film Studies. 

 

Homework Frequency for KS4 

Pupils will have one key piece of homework per week. It is explained to – and understood by – the pupils that when the NEA Coursework component is 
covered within lesson, they will be expected to work extensively on this at home. This could involve researching influences and inspirations, producing 
storyboards and other planning documents, or working on the actual screenplay and shooting script that would be submitted as the final piece.   

 

GCSE Film Studies - The GCSE Film Studies course is divided into three areas: 

Component 1 –Developments in US Film (externally assessed exam) 35% Students will be studying two thematically-linked films produced by the 
mainstream/Hollywood studios. They will also study an Independently-produced US film. This is a formal one and a half examination, and will involve the in-
depth study and comparison of the chosen films. 

Component 2 – Global Film (externally assessed exam) 35% Students will be studying three films under the following respective headings: Global (English 
Language), Global (Non English Language) and Contemporary British. This will be a formal, one and a half hour exam. 
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Component 3 -  Non–Examined Assessment Film production 30% Students will be required to both construct a script for and then produce 
a two/two and a half minute sequence for a film within a specific genre. This will be accompanied by a 750-800 word evaluation.  

 

 

SEND Provision in (insert subject name) 

Within Film Studies lessons we seek to ensure that student learning needs are thoroughly supported. We are aware of all needs of students, and 
provide a range of resources and material which will benefit all students including SEND to make the expected progress within their lesson.  

Below are a list of strategies that had to support our SEND students: 

 

• Clear modelling of what is required 
• Memory activities with images rather than text 
• Waiting/processing time 
• Uncluttered worksheets 
• Powerpoints available to students after lesson 
• Exam techniques scaffolded to support pupils 
• Examples of good work presented and discussed 
• Use of mark schemes to self assess 
• Glossary terms 
• TA support PPT sent 
• Keywords and vocab prompts 
• Differentiated booklets 
• Modelling 
• Visual aid 
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We work closely with the school SEND department, we provide the Learning Support Lead with a presentation on how 
Learning Support Assistants can guide students in History. Additionally, our team liaise with specific Learning Support 
Assistants when they are required within lessons.  

Additionally, homework activities are offered with a range of activities available, depending on the need of each individual student.  


