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Curriculum Intent and Vision 

Philosophy  
 

‘Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future.’  MICHAEL PALIN 

We firmly believe that through the study of geography students should be empowered to help to solve many of the challenges that the world 
currently faces today and will do in the future. Consequently, we have developed a curriculum that ensures that all students should have the 
opportunity to develop as a geographer so that they:  

• Have a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.  
• Build their cultural capital in relation to places, locational knowledge and understanding of the most influential and important 

geographical models and theories that will affect their lives now and in the future. 
• Develop a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes and the challenges that we are currently facing as a 

planet whilst encouraging students to think critically about how they as part of the wider society can build a more sustainable future.   
• Study key skills to provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 

interconnected, change over time and what the future might hold.  
• Learn about other countries, places, cultures and beliefs, as well as their own which in turn develops an understanding and appreciation 

of cultural diversity and a sense of place in the world.  
• Be able to make decisions about real-world geographical issues and problems by analysing a wide variety of sources of information to 

come to a well justified conclusion. 
• Connect real experiences to the classroom by taking an active part in fieldwork opportunities.  
• Have the ability to think synoptically so that they can weave together the different threads of geography in order to gain a more holistic 

appreciation of the subject and its complexities. 
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Curriculum Intent 

At Priestnall our curriculum has been designed to allow students to develop as geographers in five main areas: 

• Know information as a geographer - knowledge of locations, places, environments  
• Think as a geographer - understanding of the processes that lead to the specific characteristics of places  
• Study as a geographer - competence in a range of skills including fieldwork, mapping and GIS and in researching  
• Apply ideas as a geographer - apply geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to real world contexts  
• Communicate as a geographer - develop well-evidenced arguments drawing on their geographical knowledge and understanding 

These areas align with the KS3 Geography National Curriculum as well as the GCSE AQA Geography specification that is followed in KS4. 

To allow students to develop in these key areas, the programmes of study have been developed to allow students to explore our key 
knowledge areas through a spiralled curriculum that moves students from tackling concepts at a local and national scale in Year 7 before 
moving onto looking at these more broadly at a global scale in Year 8. Following this, in Year 9 students apply these concepts to studies of 
potential future geographies. At KS4 students build on this foundation by critically analysing the differences between places and becoming 
more synoptic in their evaluation of core geographical ideas. 

Students are regularly assessed as geographers against the five main areas listed above.  
 
An over-arching assessment framework at KS3 has been developed in relation to these has been created and individual assessment tasks are 
linked to this directly through the assessment criteria. At KS3 judgements are expressed currently as ‘Exploring Geographer’, ‘Good 
Geographer’, ‘Better Geographer’, ‘Great Geographer’, ‘Star Geographer’ and ‘Superstar Geographer’ using the KS3 Assessment Criteria to 
judge students based on each aspect of pupil achievement within the national curriculum. Feedback is given in both verbal and written form via 
peach and purple sheets for teacher and peer assessed work respectively. Students also monitor their own confidence and progress across 
each lesson and unit using personalised learning checklists. Through the use of feedback and the personalised learning checklists, students 
are actively encouraged to identify their own strengths and areas for development, so they are able to take ownership of their learning. 
 
At KS4 students are assessed in relation to GCSE grades with key pieces of work being linked to the specification so that students can clearly 
identify which areas they are secure and insecure with. As in KS3, feedback is given in both verbal and written form via peach and purple 
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sheets for teacher and peer assessed work respectively. Students once again monitor their own confidence and progress 
across each unit using personalised learning checklists but also receive detailed feedback following all end of topic tests 
and mock exams via smith proformas. Again, through the use of feedback and the personalised learning checklists, 
students are actively encouraged to identify their own strengths and areas for development, so they are able to take 

ownership of their learning. 
 

Challenge in Geography: 

Are curriculum has been designed to be ambitious for all students. The structuring of the curriculum through a series of enquiry and big 
questions encourages students to explore concepts in more depth and in a synoptic manner. When implementing the curriculum, we embed 
specific tasks that challenge students to think more deeply about specific ideas and to connect their thinking with previous learning. These 
include: 

• Star Geographer tasks linked to most activities within each lesson. 
• Super Challenge questions at key points within each lesson. 
• Assessment criteria that always includes further challenge tasks. 
• The Geography Super Curriculum that students can work through outside of lessons in order to enrich their experience of the 

curriculum. 
• Wider reading articles linked to KS4 lessons that students can use to broaden and deepen their understanding of a topic outside of 

lessons. 
• Half-termly newsletters for MASS students that highlight enrichment opportunities, careers in geography profiles and wider reading 

suggestions. 
• Opportunities for MASS events for each year group.  

 

Staff in (insert subject name): 

Jenny Rackham - Curriculum Leader jbenger@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk  

Andrew Sellers – Second in Department asellers@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk  

Edward Chilton – Teacher of Geography echilton@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk  

mailto:jbenger@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk
mailto:asellers@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk
mailto:echilton@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk
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Stephanie Crome – Teacher of Geography scrome@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk  

 

Subject Frequency over 2-week timetable KS3/KS4 

Geography at Priestnall is taught throughout the year with students receiving 4 hours per fortnight at KS3 and 5 hours a fortnight at KS4 
(adapted for Y11 2021-22 due to Covid).  

 

Homework Frequency for KS3/KS4 

Homework is set once per fortnight at KS3 and once per week at KS4. 

 

GCSE Geography 

At GCSE we study the AQA Geography GCSE specification. The course is made up of three components:  

Living with the Physical Environment: For the Paper 1 examination, students will study a range of physical geography. The first topic examines natural 
hazards including tectonic hazards, weather hazards and climate change. This is followed by a topic on ecosystems including tropical rainforests and cold 
environments and finally we will explore UK physical landscapes including coastal landscapes and river landscapes. 

Challenges in the Human Environment: For the Paper 2 examination, students will study a range of human geography. Firstly, a topic on urban issues and 
challenges, followed by the changing economic world and finally resource management specifically looking at food, water and energy resources.  

Geographical applications: This unit has two sections the first in an issue evaluation where students will explore a geographical problem and make 
decisions on how it should be managed. Then in the second section, questions will be based on the two fieldwork visits that students undertake in Years 10 
and 11 - a Human Geography Urban) field trip in Year 10 and a Physical Geography (Rivers) field trip in Year 11.  

 

mailto:scrome@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk
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Breakdown of Examination Components:  

Paper 1 Living with the Physical Environment |1 hour 30 min | 35% GCSE Mark  

Paper 2 Challenges in the Human Environment |1 hour 30 min | 35% GCSE Mark  

Paper 3 Geographical applications |1 hour 15 min | 30% GCSE Mark 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs and Trips 

Extra-curricular clubs: 

• Geography Ambassadors 
• Geography Debate Club 
• Revision sessions  

Trips: 

Fieldwork is an inherent part of geography and as such is embedded within the curriculum. Currently there are fieldtrips in KS4 to Media City to 
study urban regeneration and to Lyme Park and Bramhall to study how a river changes along its course. Currently we are reviewing fieldwork at 
KS3 and redeveloping the programme in line with the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

 

SEND Provision in Geography 

In Geography, we have ensured that all lessons are designed to allow for quality first teaching. This is to ensure that all students, including 
those with SEND, are able to make excellent progress. To ensure that SEND students are able to access the curriculum we ensure that quality 
first teaching takes place within the lesson through the use of the following strategies: 
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• Regular checking and use of the suggested inclusive teaching strategies for individual students via their pupil passport on Provision 
Map. 

• Supportive seating plans where appropriate. 
• Use of good/great/star geographer tasks, where appropriate, where all students choose their appropriate starting point but are then 

encouraged to challenge themselves and go a step further 
• Sentence starters and writing frames used for all extended writing.  
• Group work role cards include sentence starters for group work discussions. 
• The use of visual clues in all curriculum documents and lessons. 
• Learning objectives are made clear at the start of every lesson and are linked to Personalised Learning Checklists so students can track 

their progress with them across the topic. 
• Marking codes and colour coded marking are used so that each students feedback is individualised and identifies exactly what they 

need to do and where to do it. 
• All extended writing tasks include discussion tasks that lead into them e.g. Just a minute and speed debates.  
• Group presentations with teacher feedback are often used before key extended writing assessments to ensure students have practiced 

the style verbally prior to writing and are given feedback on this which they can then act on in the written assessment. 
• Particular attention is paid to the development of literacy, numeracy, SMSC and metacognitive skills. Specific foci in relation to each of 

these has been outlined in each scheme of learning. 

 

Useful Links/ Additional Information 

National Geographic 

Science & Environment - BBC News 

Climate - BBC News 

GCSE Geography Resources - Internet Geography - AQA - EDEXCEL - OCR 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-56837908
https://www.internetgeography.net/
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Time for Geography | Home 

Digimap For Schools (edina.ac.uk) 

Wider - Internet Geography 

Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 (senecalearning.com) 

Geography lessons for Key Stage 3 students - Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 

Geography lessons for Key Stage 4 students - Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 

 

 

 

https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
https://www.internetgeography.net/wider/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/geography
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/geography

