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Curriculum Intent and Vision 

In History we are committed to providing students with high quality education and ensuring a strong foundation of knowledge about the past 
and the wider world. We aim to inspire and develop students’ historical knowledge and skills to ensure all students flourish into strong confident 
historians. We aim to equip pupils with the ability to ask observant questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 
perspective and judgement. We know History helps pupils to understand the diversity of people’s lives, change throughout time, the complexity 
of societies and relationships between different groups. We ultimately aim to implement a life long love of learning and history to our students. 
While giving students the confidence and encouragement to develop their historical skills and thinking in further education. 

The development of the History KS3 Curriculum has been designed to focus on the curriculum areas of:  

• The study of an aspect or theme in British history that consolidates and extends pupils’ 
• Chronological knowledge from before 1066 
• The development of Church, state and society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509 
• The development of Church, state and society in Britain 1509-1745 
• Ideas, political power, industry and empire: Britain, 1745-1901 
• Challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day 
• A local history study 

The development of the History KS3 Curriculum has been designed to focus on the skills areas of:  

• Source Utility (Historical sources) 
• Interpretations (Analysis of Historical inquiries) 
• Cause and consequence with chronology and knowledge (Historical connections) 
• Evaluation knowledge to reach a judgement (Drawing Historical contrasts) 
• Explanation and Analysis (Significance of events) 
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We believe through our learning journey our students will develop a deep understanding of the events of the past and be able to analyse and 
interpret trends throughout history, while making morally just, informed and substantiated judgements. Students will be gaining a range of skills 
which can be used in other subject areas, further education and as well as a range of occupations later on in life. 

Assessment Programme  

Our History Schemes of Work address all areas required by the KS3 History National Curriculum. The knowledge and awareness the students 
gain are then assessed by developing a range of skills: 

• Historical sources 
• Analysis of Historical inquiries 
• Historical connections 
• Drawing Historical contrasts 
• Significance of events 

 

Student progress will be reported by formal and informal assessments; these will be a mixture of teacher assessments, peer assessments and 
self-assessments throughout each module. All assessments are written in the current Edexcel GCSE style, to allow students the familiarity of 
what is required should they choose to continue their learning journey into KS4.  
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Challenge in History: 

In the History department, we have an extensive and challenging range of provisions for more able students. 

 

In the classroom 

As part of our super-curriculum, all of our lessons for every year group, include a ‘super-curriculum’ pink pen challenge task. Students are 
encouraged to challenge themselves, by completing the activity in pink pen. The tasks range from a challenging question to answer, an 
argument for students to give their opinion on, a research task or interpretations and sources to read and analyse. Here is an example below: 

 

We also offer pull-out sessions for students on the MAWS (More Able Whole School) programme in KS3. The sessions are on a one-hour 
additional History lesson on a challenging topic; they take place once every term for Y8 and Y9 and once in the Winter and Summer terms for 
Y7. Topics include: was Bismarck responsible for WWI? Why did Stalin build a ‘buffer-zone’ in Eastern Europe? How did Elizabeth Fry 
contribute to Prison Reform? 
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Outside the classroom 

Outside the classroom, we continue to stretch and challenge our more able learners. On our super-curriculum, we have included more 
challenging tasks, highlighted in pink. Example below: 

 

 



 Subject: History 

 

 

 

We have also stretched some our KS4 History Ambassadors, by taking them to the Historical Associations Great Debate. There they had to put 
forward an argument, on how much their local area had changed, whilst Queen Elizabeth II has been on the throne. We were the only 
comprehensive school to enter the regional debate this year, and we will be returning next year. 

 

We have also engaged some of our more able Year 11 students in our peer mentoring scheme. A selection of our Y11s have been trained to 
become mentors to their fellow classmates who are struggling with the demands of GCSE History. They meet in LC time, every Wednesday 
morning, and work through a mentoring booklet together. Not only does this help the student being mentored, but it stretches and develops the 
students doing the mentoring. 

 

 

Staff in History: 

Ms Joanne Halfacre – Joanne.Halfacre@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk 

Mrs Kayleigh Kirwan – Kayleigh.Kirwan@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk 

Miss Libby Weltman – Liberty.Weltman@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk 

Mr James O’Leary – James.O’Leary@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk  

Mr Arron McCourt – Arron.McCourt@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk  
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Subject Frequency over 2-week timetable KS3/KS4 

During KS3 (Years 7-9) - students will have hours of History over a two-week period. 

During Y10 – students will have 5 hours of History over a two-week period. 

During Y11 – students will have 6 hours of History over a two-week period.   

 

Homework Frequency for KS3/KS4 

All years 7-11 will complete meaningful and essential fortnightly homework’s which can be found of the History Departments Homework 
Scheme of Work. All homework’s are linked to their current topic which cater to all types of learners and ability. There are also elements from 
The Super Curriculum, as well as case studies on local history.   

 

GCSE History 

The department follow the GCSE Edexcel History specification which is broken down into the following:  

• Paper One-Medicine in Britain, c1250–present And the British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the 
trenches. (1hr 15 mins, 30%) 

• Paper Two- Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88/Superpowers- Cold War (1941-91) (1hr 45 minutes) 40% qualification. 
• Paper Three-The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad.  (1hr 20 mins) 30% 
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Year 10: 

In year 10 students will begin their GCSE studies with Paper 1 GCSE Medicine in Britain, c1250–present And The British sector of the 
Western Front, 1914–18 which will include an overview that covers the development of medicine and surgery from the Medieval Era up till the 
21st Century! 

This includes topics such as: 

• The Plague of 1348- Black Death 
• The medical Renaissance in Europe- Vesalius/Harvey 
• The Great Plague of 1665 
• Germ Theory-Pasteur/ Robert Koch 
• Florence Nightingale and the nursing revolution 
• Jenner/ Smallpox vaccinations/ Cholera 
• Modern Medicine: The discovery of DNA/ Penicillin/ Modern treatments for cancer. 

We will then do a depth study of life and conditions in the trenches during WW1. Looking at how treatments developed as a response to 
conditions during WW1. 

 

Then in the second half of Year 10 we start Paper 3: USA: Civil rights and Vietnam. 1954-1975 

This will include: 

• What position black people were in after the slaves were freed 
• Rosa Parks/Montgomery Bus Boycott 
• Death of Emmett Till 
• The Ku Klux Klan 
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• Sit-ins 
• Freedom Rides 
• Martin Luther King 
• The rise of Black Power/ Malcolm X 
• The urban Riots. 
• Why did USA get involved in Vietnam? 
• How was the Vietnam War fought? 
• Guerrilla Warfare/ Ho Chi Minh Trail 
• US tactics 

Year 11: 

In Year 11 students will begin their final topic, Paper 2.  Superpowers - Cold War and Early Elizabethan England. This includes topics such 
as: 

Cold War 

• What happened to Europe after WW2/ The impact of the atomic bomb 
• The Iron Curtain/ Truman Doctrine 
• The Berlin Airlift 
• Arms/ Space race between USSR and USA 
• The reasons why the Berlin Wall was built 
• The Cuba Missile Crisis 
• The brutal Soviet invasions of Hungary/ Czechoslovakia  
• Détente 
• The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
• The polices of Reagan/ Gorbachev 
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Elizabethan England:  

This includes topics such as: 

• What major problems Elizabeth faced when she took throne 
• The major religious plots against Elizabeth’s life.  
• What changes Elizabeth made to the church. 
• Mary queen of Scots and her execution 
• Why Elizabeth fell out with Spain leading to the Spanish Armada. 
• Sir Francis Drakes/ Walter Raleigh and the British age of exploration. Pirates! 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs and Trips 

The department offer a range of extracurricular activities, clubs and trips for all year groups 

The History Ambassadors – welcome to all year groups, the History Ambassadors meet every week during lunchtime to discuss all things 
history! The History Ambassadors create and deliver assemblies on Remembrance, Holocaust and Black History Month. They also have the 
exciting opportunity to create their own Historical Magazine which is on display in the library. Our History Ambassadors are so dedicated that 
they also plan and create their own lessons which they deliver to local primary school.  

History Film Club – welcome to all year groups, History Film Club runs once a week and allows students to watch historical films which 
enhances their interest in history and links to our exciting curriculum.  

London Trip: Every year the department run a successful and exciting trip to London. The trip is on offer to Year 9 students and coincides with 
their Year 9 study of Jack the Ripper! Student will have the opportunity to visit places such as The Tower of London, London Dungeons as well 
as experience a West End show!  
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Berlin Trip: Every year the department also run a thrilling and extremely popular trip to Berlin! The trip is on offer to Year 10 pupils and 
coincides with their study of The Cold War in Year 11. Students will have the opportunity to experience the vibrant and sentimental history of 
Berlin and enable them to acknowledge the reality of the deep struggle of The Cold War. Students will have the chance to visit such places as 
The Berlin Wall, Checkpoint Charlie, Soviet War Memorial Tiergarten, German Historical Museum Treptow Park Soviet Memorial and The 
Brandenburg Gate.  

Washington Trip: Another potential trip which will be up and running next year is the exciting GCSE trip to Washington! This trip will be on offer 
for GCSE students. More details on this exhilarating opportunity to follow.  

SEND Provision in History 

The History Department at the start of every academic year become familiar with all of their classes as well as the students within them. Within 
lessons we seek to ensure that student learning needs are thoroughly supported. The department are a committed team who are aware of all 
needs of students within their classes and provide a range of resources and material which will benefit all students including SEND to make the 
expected progress within their lesson.  

Below are a list of strategies The History Department had to support our SEND students: 

• Memory activities with images rather than text 
• Waiting/processing time 
• Uncluttered worksheets 
• Advance warning of questions 
• Clear modelling of what is required 
• Praise and encouragement  
• Repetition and retrieval of key learning points 
• Clear language  
• Say student name for attention 
• Enable subtitles on videos 
• Literacy mats 
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• Glossary terms 
• TA support PPT sent 
• Support structures 
• Keywords and vocab prompts 
• Differentiated booklets 
• Checklist of learning steps through learning objectives 
• Modelling 
• Visual aid 
• Countdown timers 
• Booklets sent to TA in advance 

 

We work closely with the school SEND department, we provide the Learning Support Lead with a presentation on how Learning Support 
Assistants can guide students in History. Additionally, our team liaise with specific Learning Support Assistants when they are required within 
lessons.  

Additionally, homework activities are offered with a range of activities available, depending on the need of each individual student.  

 

Useful Links/ Additional Information 

The History Department are a dedicated team of excellent classroom teachers who thrive on bringing History to life. The History Department 
are an extremely organised team and due to our exciting lessons and commitment remain a popular subject area within Priestnall School. So 
much so that The History Department at Priestnall managed to obtain the prestigious History Mark Silver Award from The Historical 
Association in November 2021. Ultimately the History Department at Priestnall School are devoted to providing our students with high quality 
education and ensuring a strong foundation of knowledge about the past and the wider world. Below is a list of useful links which you may find 
useful however, The History Department are always on hand to answer any additional queries you may have. 
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• Priestnall History Hub - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWk7njjgurw-HZwx8J04bZQ  
• Priestnall Twitter Page - https://twitter.com/priestnall_hist  
• Priestnall History VLE Page - https://vle.priestnall.stockport.sch.uk/app/os  

• GCSE History POD - https://www.gcsepod.com/  
• Edexcel GCSE History - https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html  
• Historical Association - https://www.history.org.uk/  
• https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zw4bv4j  
• http://www.johndclare.net/  
• https://www.tutor2u.net/history/blog/gcse-history-revision-quizzes  
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