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Statement of Purpose 
 
Our aims are to: 
 

- identify, at the earliest possible stage, any student whose 
education may be disrupted because of illness; 

 
- take steps to ensure that they continue to receive a high-quality 

education; and 
 

- contribute to this through the provision of a broad and balanced 
curriculum suitable to the student’s age and ability, tailored to 
take account of their medical condition. 

 

- This policy should be read in conjunction with the Attendance 
Policy. 

 



 
 
 
 

Partnership with Parents/carers and Students 

 
We believe parents/carers have a vital role to play when their child is sick and 
that they can act as a valuable link between school and the support services 
(e.g. hospital teacher or home tutor). 
 
Students also have the right to be involved as far as practicable in decision 
which affect their education.  We recognise that, especially for a student who 
has a serious illness: 
 

- high self-esteem; confidence; support of school; contact with 
friends; and clear lines of communication with a trusted adult; 
actively assist the students to achieve their educational potential 
at a difficult time. 

 
To promote this, we will: 
 

- encourage parents/carers to be full partners and keep them 
informed about their child’s educational programme and 
performance; 

 
- ensure parents/carers are fully involved in their child’s 

reintegration to school; 
 

- provide information for students and parents/carers in a clear and 
understandable form; 

 

- encourage the child to express their views and take these into 
account. 

 

Parents/carers should work in partnership with the school: 
 

- By contacting school with the reason for absence every day of the 
child’s absence. This can be done by phoning the school office on 
0161 4327727 (8am – 4pm) or by emailing 
attendance@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk.  
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- In the case of short-term absence, by encouraging their child to 
return work that was completed at home to school.  

- In the case of a longer absence, by returning the work that has 
been completed at home to school so it can be marked and more 
work set. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 1 

 

To help us to achieve our aims we: 
 

• Have a named person for sick children who is responsible for ensuring 
liaison with parents/carers/carers and support agencies. 
Currently this is Mrs Joanna Windsor, Assistant Head teacher and Mr 
Rob Jones, Deputy Headteacher. 

• Mark the register for any student who is absent from school because of 
illness. 
 

 
For Absences of less than 15 school days  

 

• We will make arrangements on Day 3 or 4 of the child’s absence for 
work to be available so it can be completed at home, although attempts 
will be made to provide work on day 1.  

• We recognise that parents/carers/carers may consider their child too 
unwell to complete work at home; we will however still make the offer. 

• Parents/carers may request work prior to this should they wish to. They 
can make this request by leaving a message on the absence line (0161 
4327727), by emailing attendance@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk or by 
contacting their child’s College Manager on 0161 4327727. 

 

 
For Absences longer than 15 school days  

 

• We will ascertain if it is appropriate to involve additional support 
services. This may include: 
 

- Referral to the Education of Sick Children Service. 
- Referral to the School Nursing Service. 
- Referral to our School Age Plus Workers. 
- Beginning the Team Around the Child (TAC) process. 
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- Beginning an Early Help Assessment. 
- Referral to our Team Around The School (TAS) process. 

 

 
4. We will liaise with the Education of Sick Children Service (or other 

support services) regarding the student’s educational progress and 
programmes of work, as appropriate. 

 
5. We will help the student to keep in contact with school and peers 

through cards, letter and where appropriate, home visits. 
 

6. We will work with the student, parents/carers and supporting agencies 
to plan a reintegration package back in to school. For some students this 
may take place over a long timescale and may involve part time 
attendance at school. 

 
7. We will organise, as necessary, special arrangements for candidates 

taking public examinations. 
 

8. In exceptional cases, we will consider the need for different long-term                                  
education provision using Stockport Local Authority’s referral 
procedures as appropriate. 

 

Referrals to the Education of Sick Children Service 
 
Referrals can be made by Priestnall School to the Education of Sick Children 
Service providing the following criteria is met: 

 

A Consultant Paediatrician or Consultant Psychiatrist / Psychologist must 
confirm that the pupil is likely to be absent from school for a period of 
not less than 3 weeks. A letter confirming this must be obtained before 
home teaching can be organised. (Policy for the Education of Sick 
Children: Stockport Local Authority 2013.) 

 
More information can be obtained via The Pendlebury Centre’s website. 
 

Accountability 
 
This policy statement will be reviewed every two years and revised as 
necessary to improve our provision. 

http://www.pendleburycentre.org.uk/about-esc/esc-curriculum/

