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Statement of intent 
 
Priestnall School is dedicated to helping all students develop the ability to take their place safely in a world 
where a wide range of drugs exists. Our primary concern is the health and safety of the school community 
and meeting the well-being of our students. This policy has been developed in conjunction with DfE and 
Stockport Local Authority’s guidance to ensure that everyone is aware of the risks posed by the misuse of 
drugs and alcohol. 
 
We know that the impact of substance misuse is potentially life threatening; it is a serious risk to health and 
can last a lifetime.  
 
The possession of illegal and unauthorised drugs, the use or supply of any form of drugs at Priestnall 
School is absolutely banned. This applies to the school building, the school grounds, or during any school 
visits, travel to and from school.  Should drugs be found, they will be confiscated and disposed of by a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team in conjunction with the Police. The supply of drugs is defined as 
providing drugs for others whether or not money or other goods are exchanged. 
 
In order to be able to make informed choices, staff and students need to understand the nature of drugs, 
their social and legal status, their uses and effects. 

 
Incidents will be dealt with after making an assessment of the situation and will be reported to the Head 
teacher and possibly to the Local Authority. Appropriate support will be offered to those with substance 
misuse problems. The school will always seek to respond appropriately to each individual case. 
 
Key roles and responsibilities 
The Senior Leadership Team is 
responsible for managing drug related 
issues within the school. 
 

Links to other policies 
See also the school’s Behaviour 
Management and Rewards policy, 
Safeguarding Children Policy, Anti-Bullying policy, Managing Medical Needs Policy, Beliefs and Values 
policy, and the Health & Safety policy.   
 

Definition of drugs 
 
Priestnall School defines a drug as a 
substance which, when taken into the 
body, changes the way we feel, the way 
we perceive things, and the way our body 
works. Where we refer to drugs, this 
includes alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, medicine, new psychoactive substances which are also known as 
‘legal highs’,  nitrous oxide “laughing gas”, solvents and volatile substances which include aerosols, glue or 
lighter fuel.  
  

It is totally forbidden for anyone to possess, use or supply drugs in this school. 
 
Drugs and the Law  
 
The laws controlling drug use are complicated but there are three main statutes regulating the availability of 
drugs in the UK: The Misuse of Drugs Act (1971), The Medicines Act (1968) and The Psychoactive 
Substances Act (2016). The law around drugs is always changing but up to date information can be found 
here: http://www.drugwise.org.uk/what-are-the-uk-drug-laws/ 

The Misuse of Drugs Act (MDA) divides drugs into three classes as follows: 
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Class A: 
These include: cocaine and crack, ecstasy, heroin, LSD, methadone, methamphetamine (crystal meth), 
fresh and prepared magic mushrooms. 

Class B: 
These include: amphetamine (not methamphetamine), barbiturates, codeine, ketamine, synthetic 
cannabinoids such as Spice and cannabis. All cathinone derivatives, including mephedrone, methylone, 
methedrone and MDPV were brought under control as Class B substances in 2010. 

Class C: 
These include: anabolic steroids, minor tranquillisers or benzodiazepines, GBL and GHB, khat and BZP. 

  
New Psychoactive Substances and the law (were know as Legal Highs) 
 
The Psychoactive Substances Act came into effect on 26 May 2016. The Act makes it illegal to supply any 
‘legal highs’ for human consumption. The changes in the law mean it’s now an offence to sell or even give 
psychoactive substances to anyone for free, even to friends.  
 
Many of the substances are now under the control of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. 
 
Punishments range from a prohibition notice, which is a formal warning, to 7 years in prison. 
 

Drugs Education  

 
• Context 

We will provide all students with drug education as an integral part of our Personal Development 
programme. 
 

• Ethos 
Drug education in the school aims to enable students to make healthy, informed choices by 
increasing their knowledge, exploring a range of attitudes towards drug use and developing and 
practicing decision making skills.  The programme we follow will be based on national and local 
guidelines for good practice and will be appropriate to the age and experience of our students.  
 

• Content and delivery 
Teaching will be based on an understanding that a variety of approaches should be used in order to 
meet the differing needs and learning styles of students.  It is recognised that active or participatory 
learning styles can be particularly helpful in developing skills, knowledge and values.  

 

• Mosaic: Young Peoples Drug and Alcohol Service 
This service provides advice, information, treatment, interventions and support about drugs and 
alcohol related problems for young people under 26, their families, including children of drug/ 
alcohol using parents.  
A member of staff from the Mosaic School based service will operate in school when appropriate 
and supporting young people or training staff. 
 

• Use of sniffer dogs. 
We have used  and continue to use the services of the Specialist Dog Service since 2006 to keep 
Priestnall  School a drug free environment and use lawful deterrents to keep it that way. The 
Specialist Dog Service is an established company and works across schools in the North West. The 
dogs are highly trained by members of the Service and the company complies with all the 
necessary requirements for working in schools.  

 

Signs of substance misuse 
 
Key indicators of substance misuse are the changes in behaviours of students. 
 



Outlined below are other possible signs of students having taken a drug or involved in drug related 
issues. 
 

• Appetite loss. 

• Lethargic and not able to sleep. 

• Agitated or confused  

• Tremors, slow or slurred speech. 

• Lack of interest in friendships, school life, or hobbies. 

• Secretive behaviour or being cagey about where they are going and who they are meeting. 

• Withdrawal from family members 

• Careless about personal hygiene 

• Frequently getting into trouble 

• Large phone bills 

• In possession of very small plastic bags, foil, cling film or paper wraps.  

• Drugs paraphernalia, including grinders. 

• Money or valuables going missing. 

• In possession of significant sums of money. 

• Appearance of a ‘new’ group of friends 

• Bloodshot eyes, students larger or smaller than usual 

• Unusual smells on the breath, body or clothing 

• Very pale appearance 

• Shaking, dizzy ,fast pulse 

• Being sick 
 

 

Drug Related Incidents 
 
A drug related incident may include any of the following: 
 

• A student who is suspected of being under the influence of a drug. 
• Finding drugs or related paraphernalia on an individual or on school premises. 
• Possession of drugs by an individual on school premises. 
• Use of drugs by an individual on school premises. 
• Supply of drugs on school premises. 
• Individuals disclosing information about their drug use. 
• Rumours of drug possession, supply or drug use. 
• Reports of drug possession, supply or drug use. 

 

Safeguarding 

If staff believe that a student is at risk then Stockport Safeguarding Children Board policies and procedures 
must be followed.  

Contextual consideration must be given to the risk(s) that may be present if a student is able to access 
substances or due to their previous engagement in substance use, they may have put themselves at risk, 
examples of this may be through; 

• Accumulated debt 

• Criminal exploitation 

• Physical harm 

• Self-harm 

• Reprisal-coercion/control 

 
Managing drug related incidents: Routine Responses  
 

• Medicines 



The school has a policy for the administration of medicines that must be followed for the safety of 
everyone.  Our practice is in line with guidance as recommended by Stockport Local Authority.  This 
is the Managing Medical Conditions Policy.  
 

• Alcohol 
Students are not allowed to bring alcohol into school. If we suspect that a student has drunk alcohol 
on the way to school or during the school day, we will send for a first aider or an ambulance as 
appropriate, search the student and inform parents/carers. Any alcohol found will be confiscated. 
 

• Tobacco 
The school is a no smoking site at all times including indoors and outdoors. Students are not 
permitted to bring to school any smoking paraphernalia including matches and lighters.  In the 
interests of health and safety, should a student be found in possession of any of these on school 
premises, they will be confiscated. E cigarettes are not permitted and will be confiscated if found.  
 

• Solvents 
The school will ensure that potentially hazardous substances are stored safely and students will be 
supervised if it necessary that they come into contact with them in the course of their work.  
Students are not permitted to be in possession of solvent based products. If found, they will be 
confiscated.  
 

• Illegal drugs 
Illegal drugs are not permitted to be brought into, or used on, school premises. If we suspect that a 
student has taken drugs on the way to school or during the school day, we will send for a first aider 
or an ambulance as appropriate, search the student and inform/parents carers. Any drugs found will 
be confiscated and given to the Police. 

 
 

Individuals in Possession of Drugs 
If any student or adult on school premises is found in possession of an unauthorised drug it will be 
confiscated. If the drug is suspected to be illegal, the school will contact the police and hand over the drug. 
If the substance cannot be legally destroyed or disposed of it will be handed to the police as soon as 
possible and not stored for any longer than is necessary.  

 
Talking with an individual about a drug related incident will have as its purpose to confirm or reject 
suspicions or allegations, rather than to conduct a wider investigation. Parents of students will be informed 
and other professionals from Stockport LA, Mosaic Service, Youth Offending Service, Police, School 
Nursing Service, Social Services may be informed or consulted as appropriate. 
 
The law permits school staff to take temporary possession of substances suspected of being illegal drugs 
for the purposes of preventing an offence from being committed or continued - provided that all reasonable 
steps are taken to destroy the substance or deliver it to a person lawfully entitled to take custody of it. 
 
If a person is suspected of being under the influence of any substance, or suspected of bringing 
any prohibited substances into school or supplying in school, the following process will be 
implemented: 

• The Director of Studies / College Manager/ member of SLT will be informed and the person will be 
interviewed and a written record made. 

• The person will be searched by staff either male or female staff dependent on the gender of the 

student. It is usual for 2 members of staff to be present during the search. According to Searching, 
Screening and Confiscation: ‘There is a limited exception to this rule. You can carry out a 
search of a pupil of the opposite sex to you and without a witness present, but only where you 
reasonably believe that there is a risk that serious harm will be caused to a person if you do not 
conduct the search immediately and where it is not reasonably practicable to summon another 
member of staff.’ 

• Should there be sufficient reason to believe that the person has been involved in a banned activity 
around substance misuse, parents or carers will be informed by the school. 

• Should any person refuse to comply with the school’s investigation, the police will be informed and 
advice sought.   



• The senior member of staff is responsible for following through the matter and keeping dated 
records of the incident and the follow up actions taken.    

 
Sanctions 
 

• Possession of drugs will almost certainly result in a Fixed Term Exclusion but could result in 
a Permanent Exclusion.  

• Supplying drugs will almost certainly result in a Permanent Exclusion. 

•  A second/further drug-related incident may result in a Permanent Exclusion.  

• The Head Teacher reserves the right to exercise discretion when making exclusion decisions, in line 
with the DfE statutory exclusion guidance.  

 

Medical Emergencies 
 
Emergency procedures should be invoked when a child or young person or others are at immediate risk of 
harm. A person who is unconscious, having trouble breathing, seriously confused or disorientated or who 
has taken a harmful toxic substance, should be responded to as an emergency. 
 
Your main responsibility is to ensure the safety of your students.  
 

BUT REMEMBER: IF IN DOUBT CALL AN AMBULANCE. 
 
ALWAYS: 
 
•  assess the situation 
 
•  if it is a medical emergency, send for medical help and ambulance. 
 
BEFORE ASSISTANCE ARRIVES: 
 
If the person is conscious: 
 
•  Ask the person what has happened and to identify any drug used. 
 
•  Collect any drug sample and any vomit for medical analysis. 
 
•  Do not induce vomiting. 
 
•  Keep the person under observation, not with another student, warm and quiet. 
 
If the person is unconscious: 
 
•  Ensure that the person can breathe and place in recovery position. 
 
•  Do not move the person if a fall is likely to have led to spinal or other serious injury, which may not be 

obvious. 
 
•  Do not give anything by mouth. 
 
•  Do not attempt to make the person sit or stand. 
 
•  Do not leave the person unattended or in the charge of another student. 
 
WHEN MEDICAL HELP ARRIVES: 
 
• Pass on any information available and any substances found. 

 
 

      Support for Students 
 



• Following actions to preserve immediate safety, the health and emotional needs of students will be 
considered. Support is available through the pastoral and College system to ensure a caring response 
to students in distress. Interventions will be considered if the school feels a student is showing signs 
which indicate particular risks of, or from, involvement with drugs, whether their own or that of their 
parent or carer. Such interventions will most likely include referrals to Children’s Social Care, the 
Police and MOSAIC. 
 
 

Recording 
 

All incidents will be recorded as soon as possible. Forms will be stored securely in the student file 
and noted on the school’s SIMS system. 

 
Confidentiality 
 

• Complete secrecy can never be promised to a student, though information given in confidence will 
only be disclosed to anyone else in the interests of Child Protection. If a student discloses that they 
are using a drug without medical authorisation, action will be taken to ensure that the student comes 
to no serious harm, if this is considered a significant risk. 

• Staff have a commitment to inform the student, in advance, of any disclosure of information to 
others and if possible enable the student to be involved in the process.  

• Staff are committed to protect a young person’s anonymity where their disclosure may implicate 
others.  

• Regarding disclosures, staff need to carefully define and communicate the boundaries of 
confidentiality offered.  

 
 
 
Information sharing    

 
Partnership working across agencies is vital for effective assessments of risk to ensure children’s safety. The 
key themes to consider are communication, sharing of information and effective coordination of responses.  
 
In assessing the suitability of sharing information, all efforts should be made to encourage the young person 
to give their informed consent. However, in accordance with information sharing guidance, consent is not 
needed where there is an overriding public interest or immediate risk to the life of a child. If a decision is 
taken to share confidential information, a written record of any concerns including the reasons for breaching 
a student’s confidentiality should be made.  
 
The general principle is that information will only be shared with the consent of the subject of the information. 
Sharing confidential information without consent will normally be justified in the public interest in limited 
circumstances described below. 
 

The Golden Rules for Information Sharing 
 

1. Remember that the Data Protection Act 2018 and human rights laws are not barriers to justified 
information sharing but provide a framework to ensure that personal information about living 
individuals is shared appropriately; 

2. Be open and honest with the child (and/or their family where appropriate) from the outset about why, 
what, how and with whom information will, or could be shared, and seek their agreement, unless it is 
unsafe or inappropriate to do so; 

3. Seek advice from other practitioners if you are in any doubt about sharing the information concerned, 
without disclosing the identity of the individual where possible; 

4. Share with informed consent where appropriate and, where possible, respect the wishes of those who 
do not consent to share confidential information. You may still share information without consent if, in 
your judgement, there is good reason to do so, such as where safety may be at risk. You will need to 
base your judgment on the facts of the case. When you are sharing or requesting personal information 
from someone, be certain of the basis upon which you are doing so. Where you have consent, be 
mindful that an individual might not expect information to be shared; 



5. Consider safety and well-being: Base your information sharing decisions on considerations of the 
safety and wellbeing of the individual and others who may be affected by their actions; 

6. Necessary, proportionate, relevant, accurate, timely and secure. Ensure that the information you 
share is:  

 
➢ Necessary for the purpose for which you are sharing it; 
➢ Is shared only with those people who need to have it; 
➢ Is accurate and up-to-date; 
➢ Is shared in a timely fashion; and 
➢ Is shared securely (Practitioners must always follow their organisation’s policy on security for handling 

personal information). 
 
➢ Keep a record of your decision and the reasons for it - whether it is to share information or not. If you 

decide to share, then record what you have shared, with whom and for what purpose. 
 

➢ Each situation should be considered on a case-by-case basis. Professionals should always seek 
advice from senior colleagues, including those in legal services, where clarity is required; in the first 
instance, practitioners should contact the data protection lead in their agency. 
 

➢ If the confidence of a student needs to be broken, the school should explain to the young person (and 
parents/carers as appropriate); why it was appropriate to do so. In this circumstance, please ensure 
you specify the following; 

 
➢ The school’s approach to ensuring that sensitive information is disclosed internally and/or externally 

with careful attention.  
 

➢ Outline local safeguarding to be followed if a student’s safety is considered under threat, including 
incidences of parental drug or alcohol misuse (or make links to relevant school policy). 

 
 
 
Searching, Screening and Confiscation 
DfE January 2018: Advice for Headteacher’s, school staff and governing bodies on Screening, Searching 
and Confiscation can be found following this link and we adhere to all aspects of this guidance as policy. 
 
 
 
 

Guidance for managing Needles and Sharps 

 
Needles or syringes found on the School premises should be disposed of appropriately. Further advice can 
be sought from Hygiene Action within Pubic Protection Team on 0161 474 4181  
  
 
What to do if you have a sharps injury 

 

• Encourage puncture to bleed;  
 

•  Wash well under cold running water without soap and cover with a dry dressing;  
 

•  Seek medical advice immediately; 
 
Parents / Carers under the Influence of Drugs/ Alcohol on School Premises 
  
When dealing with parents/carers under the influence of drugs on school premises, staff should attempt to 

maintain a calm atmosphere. On occasions, a member of staff may have concerns about discharging a 

student into the care of a parent/carer. In such instances, no child should be discharged to a parent/carer 

and the schools safeguarding policies and procedures must be followed.    

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674416/Searching_screening_and_confiscation.pdf


The focus for staff will always be the maintenance of the child’s welfare, as opposed to the moderation of the 

parent / carer’s behaviour. 

 

Where the behaviour of a parent / carer under the influence of drugs repeatedly places a child at risk or the 

parent / carer becomes abusive or violent, staff should consider whether safeguarding procedures must be 

followed and/or the involvement of the police. 

 

Children of substance misusing parents/carers 

Schools should be alert to behaviour, which might indicate that a child is experiencing difficult home 

circumstances. 

Because of the stigma surrounding drug misuse, many children will go to great lengths to hide their problems 

at home. Social and emotional effects can include feelings of hurt and rejection, shame, sadness and anger.  

 

If you are concerned about a young person whose parents/carers are misusing substances please contact 

Mosaic Family Team on 0161 218 1100 for advice and information or to make a referral. 

 

Additional information can be found on the websites below. 

 
http://www.adfam.org.uk/cms/docs/adepis_psu_schools.pdf 
 
http://www.adfam.org.uk/families  
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