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Priestnall KASH reporting system for parents 

The KASH reporting system is a comprehensive approach to reporting that allows the 

parent/carer to see how well their child is doing in each subject area. While this report 

does give insight into how well a student is dealing with the academic side of each 

subject (Knowledge and Skills); of equal importance, it also provides information about a 

student’s Attitude to learning and in turn their learning Habits. 

The Knowledge, Attitudes, Skills and Habits (KASH) reporting system therefore allows 

you to see the latest ‘snapshot’ of your child’s progress in all four areas of KASH. Your 

child’s development in each of the four areas will be judged by the subject teacher as 

either: ‘Exceeding’, ‘Secure’, ‘Cause for concern’ or ‘Unsatisfactory’.  

At Priestnall school we expect our students to display at least a ‘Secure’ approach with 

regards to their ‘Attitudes and Habits’ at all times. Failure to do so, will result in school 

sanctions until we see progress in these areas. We do however recognise that your child 

at times, whilst developing, may not always have a ‘secure’ grip in terms of Knowledge 

and Skills in certain subject areas. Often it is the struggle and hard work that leads to 

ultimate success: although we would certainly expect to see progress over time. 

Ultimately, if a subject teacher can see that your child is trying hard and displaying a 

secure attitude to learning, your child will be at least meeting the Priestnall standard.  

Below is a handy guide to help you further understand the KASH  

system and terminology used.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Knowledge: This refers to a student’s understanding and articulation of relevant subject 

knowledge. This can be demonstrated through class discussion, teacher questioning and 

standard written assessments. 

Attitude: This refers to a student’s enthusiasm and approach towards a subject. Students 

are expected to show an appetite for learning, which means a focussed approach to it. This 

includes engaging fully in the lesson, both asking and answering questions, and settling 

quickly to learn.  

Skills: This refers to a student’s ability to apply the knowledge that they have acquired to a 

certain task in a subject area. Different subjects require different skill sets, and as such the 

development of skills can take time and require commitment from the learner. 

Habits: This refers to a student’s ability to be organised and prepared at all times. They 

regularly arrive at lessons on time, prepared for learning with their own equipment. This also 

includes having completed any relevant homework. Students exceeding in this area are in 

the habit of arriving at lessons ready to learn, take part and respond to feedback promptly. 

 

Judgements within the KASH system 

A stated earlier, your child’s development in each of the four areas will be judged by the 

subject teacher as either: ‘Exceeding’, ‘Secure’, ‘Cause for concern’ or ‘Unsatisfactory’.  

 

Exceeding: A student will be described as ‘exceeding’ in an area if they are regularly 

performing above the Priestnall expected standard. 

Secure: A judgement of ‘Secure’ suggests/informs that a student is making expected 

progress in this area and are on target. 

Cause for concern: A judgement of ‘Cause for concern’ in any area suggests that a student 

is not making expected progress and therefore may struggle to reach their target. If a 

student receives this judgement it is served as a warning that things need to improve. As 

such, the parent/carer will receive additional comments in the ‘issue/action’ columns. This 

will state what the issue is and what relevant actions now need to be carried out or indeed 

have already been put in place. 

Unsatisfactory: A judgement of ‘Unsatisfactory’ in any area suggests that a student is 

working significantly below expected progress and as such will not meet their target. If a 

student receives this judgement it is served as a warning that things need to immediately 

improve. As such, the parent/carer will receive additional comments in the ‘issue/action’ 

columns. This will state what the issue is and what relevant actions now need to be carried 

out or indeed have already been put in place. The student will also be placed on report to 

monitor the situation closely and attempt rapid improvement.  

 

 

 

 



Other particulars within the report 

Teacher Assessment Grade 

All students at KS3 will be given ‘Guidance Grades’ oppose to the old ‘Target Grades’ in 

each subject area. This replaces the old NC target level your child would have received. The 

Guidance Grades for each subject are based on KS2 SATs/CAT scores. We feel this 

terminology (‘Guidance Grades’) more accurately reflects the flexibility needed at KS3, that 

acknowledges that some students develop more quickly at this stage than others. All 

teachers will report on how well a student is progressing towards their end of KS3 Guidance 

Grade for their subject. Staff will no longer give a working at grade in Year’s 7 and 8 (this will 

be introduced from Year 9 onwards). Rather a subject teacher will simply comment as to 

whether the student is either: Exceeding/On/Below target for achieving their Guidance 

Grade.  

 The guide below will help to understand what this really means. 

Teacher Assessment Level 

 

Exceeding Guidance Grade: A student is regularly performing ‘on or above’ the 
expected level of progress in relation to their end of KS3 Guidance Grade. 
 
On Target for achieving Guidance Grade: A student is regularly performing ‘at the 
expected standard’ required to hit their end of KS3 Guidance Grade. 
 
Below target for achieving Guidance Grade: A student is regularly performing ‘below 
the expected standard’ required to hit their end of KS3 Guidance Grade.  

 

Issue/Action 

If students receive a judgement of ‘Cause for concern’ or ‘Unsatisfactory’ in any 

area, then the class teacher will provide some useful commentary with regards to 

what the issue is and any actions that either need to take place or have already been 

carried out. 

You will see these comments in the ‘Issue/Action’ column on the report next to the 

relevant subject. These comments should help you in supporting us further when 

working with your child. 

If a student has more than one ‘issue’ within a given subject area, you will be asked 

to contact the subject teacher for further details. 

Students will receive regular, detailed, developmental targets within specific subject 

areas after each assessment within their books. Therefore, we have decided to 

remove any such ‘Action Points’/targets from the formal reporting and focus more on 

what’s helpful for parents/carers instead. From speaking with parents, it was 

resoundingly evident that they are keen to know more about the attitude to learning/ 

HW Completion (Habits)/ readiness for learning of their child.  

 

I am confident that you can appreciate the reasoning behind the much-needed 

changes that we have made to the KS3 assessment and reporting. I am also 

confident that the system is much more user friendly for parents and students alike. 



All students in Years 7-9 will receive 3 KASH reports throughout the academic year 

which should provide useful insights into the progress that your child is making at 

key points throughout the academic year. 

 

Should you wish to discuss this further, or have any additional comments or 

suggestions, please do get in touch. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Miss J Halfacre 

Assistant Headteacher (Quality of Education) and Curriculum Leader of History. 

Jhalfacre@priestnall.stockport.sch.uk 
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