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WHAT’S ON WHERE
AT A GLANCE
Mr Burns will be talking to prospective Parents/Carers in
the Main Hall at 5.30pm, 6.15pm and 7.00pm.
Please note that the maximum capacity of the Main Hall
in 250 people, and this cannot be exceeded for reasons
of Health & Safety.
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We wish to showcase all subject areas this evening, which does involve using some
first floor classrooms. If you or anyone in your party this evening is unable to access
a particular room, please see a member of staff and we will ensure that a relevant
colleague will come and speak to you about their subject area.

PRIESTNALL SCHOOL OPEN EVENING
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A MESSAGE FROM MR C BURNS
Dear Parents, Carers and Students
A Warm Welcome to our Open Evening
I am pleased to introduce myself as Headteacher of Priestnall School.
I fully appreciate and understand how important a high quality and rounded education is and
I want the young people of Priestnall School to receive the same high standard and quality of
education as I expect for my own children.
The standards at Priestnall are very high and the range of opportunities on offer for students is
excellent. This year, we are celebrating some outstanding examination results – the best ever!
This is because of the fantastic commitment and dedication from the teaching and support
staff, support from the governing board, as well as the strong and purposeful relationship we
have with our parents and carers.
I am fully committed to ensuring that every young person continues to receive a rounded
educational experience in a supportive and caring environment. I look forward to working
together to develop the support on offer for our young people so that they are fully prepared
for a future beyond Priestnall.
I look forward to meeting you at our Open Evening or at any other mutually convenient time.
Kind regards,
Mr C Burns
Headteacher

Our students and teachers welcome you to Open Evening.
Open Evening is your opportunity as parents/carers, friends and members of the community
to see some of the work we do at Priestnall, ask questions and gain a better insight into our
school.
This programme is your guide for the evening. It tells you what’s on and where to find it.
However, if you lose your way, any student, or member of staff, will be happy to direct you.
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
MR C BURNS
HEADTEACHER

MR T CLAREY
DEPUTY HEADTEACHER

MR D CARTER
ASSISTANT
HEADTEACHER

MR J KNEEN
ASSISTANT
HEADTEACHER

MR R JONES
DEPUTY HEADTEACHER

MR M MYERS
BUSINESS MANAGER

MRS K GIBANI
ASSISTANT
HEADTEACHER

MISS J HALFACRE
ASSISTANT
HEADTEACHER

MR P STIRLING
ASSISTANT
HEADTEACHER

MRS J WINDSOR
ASSISTANT
HEADTEACHER

DIRECTORS OF STUDIES
MRS H DRURY
BRIDGEWATER

MR B DELANEY
IMPERIAL

MRS C JENKINS
RYLANDS

MR A MORRISON
URBIS

MR A MCCOURT
VICTORIA

MISS WELLS
IMPERIAL

MRS FERN
RYLANDS

MRS BRADBURY
URBIS

MRS BOLLAND
VICTORIA

COLLEGE MANAGERS
MRS BROOKE
BRIDGEWATER
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THE COLLEGE SYSTEM
As part of our drive to personalise learning and provide high quality welfare and guidance, we
have a ‘College System’.
Each College is named after a landmark of significance:

BRIDGEWATER
(HALL)

URBIS
(MUSEUM)

IMPERIAL
(WAR MUSEUM)

RYLANDS
(LIBRARY)

VICTORIA
(BATHS)

The students collaborated in identifying the names and together we came up with ageless and
timeless icons.
Each College has a Director of Studies, a zone of the school and a College Manager. We strongly
believe that our college system improves the community ethos and spirit of the school, promotes
active citizenship and increases support for learning amongst our young people. In securing identity
for the colleges, together with the young people, we chose colours to represent each one. Our ties
and badges reflect the College that your child belongs to.
This structure is designed to further individualise levels of welfare and academic guidance. Each
College contains all five year groups organised vertically. The college system ensures excellent
communications between school and home, and enables parents/carers and teachers to liaise more
closely and efficiently.

PRIESTNALL SCHOOL OPEN EVENING
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BRIDGEWATER

Computing
In B9, members of the Code Academy after school club and
Computer Science GCSE students will be demonstrating their
coding and animation skills. There will be an opportunity
to program a message onto an LED display using the BBC
Microbit and quick lessons using visual programs including
CODE.org and Scratch.

B9

Come and see our Business Studies students practicing their
selling skills ready for another Dragons Den competition.
Bee themed Tote bags and badges available.

Mathematics
In B3 there will be the opportunity to engage in a challenging
game of ‘How Low can You Go’. A popular lesson plenary
activity that makes students think. Prizes available!!
In B4 there will be materials appropriate to the Edexcel
GCSE course. There will also be materials appropriate to
Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 on display.

B3
B4
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IMPERIAL

Geography
Priestnall Geography Department is really proud of its inclusive,
interactive and forward-thinking approach to Geography. Please
come along to I2 to find out about Geography at Priestnall, to
see evidence of the fantastic work produced by students and to
discover the opportunities we provide for students to further their
knowledge and understanding about the world.

i2

Also, in I2, you will be able to:
• meet some of the Geography Ambassadors who will tell you why they love studying Geography.
• see examples of the exciting and creative work done by pupils in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.
• learn about our fieldwork visits and play our What’s in the box? Fieldwork Game.
• make an earthquake proof building and plan out what you would need in an earthquake
survival kit.
• take part in mapping where our future Year 7 students come from.
• find out how the food you eat affects people in other countries by completing our chocolate
price challenge.
• see how we use new technologies to help us explore landscapes and understand geographical
issues.

Science
Welcome to the Science Department! Please come along to
i10, i12, and i13.
In i13 you will find an exciting range of Key Stage 3 and Key
Stage 4 Science exhibits. The Key Stage 4 exhibits will allow
students to experience what it is like to study the following
Science subjects:
• Combined Science (2 GCSEs)
• Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics - 3 GCSEs)
The Key Stage 3 exhibits will give students a taste of what it is like to participate in
Science lessons at Priestnall School in Years 7, 8 and 9.

i10
i12
i13

There will be a display of practical work carried out at both Key Stages in Science. Our helpful
Science Ambassadors will be on hand to encourage participation from students and to answer
any questions.
If you would like to meet our snakes and representatives of our “Snake Society” please come to i12.
There will be three flash bang shows in i10. We will be showcasing a variety of exciting Key Stage
4 Chemistry demonstrations.

PRIESTNALL SCHOOL OPEN EVENING
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RYLANDS

Drama
Café Mersey will be open from 6.00pm. Drama students
and staff will be on hand to talk to visitors. Students will be
taking part in a range of practical Drama activities. They
will also be rehearsing, preparing and performing a range
of extracts from texts up until 7.30pm.

English

CM

R4

In R4 there will be an English quiz and in R5 Fridge poetry.
Come and join us!

History
•
•
•

Why do we study History?
What History will we learn at Priestnall?
Will what I have studied already help?

R5

R3

These are all questions that can be answered by a visit to R3 in
the Rylands College Area. Staff will be pleased to discuss any of the questions above.
They will also be on hand to explain the exciting nature of the History curriculum at Priestnall.
Come and find out what our students learn about in Key Stage 3 and 4. This includes an interactive
Medieval Illness Diagnosis chart…but can you guess the mystery liquid??! You can try on our
Historical artifacts from different time periods, see our life sizes Henry VII and Queen Elizabeth
I. Finally, if you’re early enough you may well be able to sample our tasty Tudor Broth, whilst
playing ‘Guess the Historical Baby’.
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URBIS

Art & Design
We look forward to meeting you and to offer you the opportunity
view students’ work from the Art & Design department via U2.
Some of the recent work you will see is from the ‘End of Year
Show’, celebrating our previous Year 11’s coursework and exam
work; all of which we are very proud to exhibit.

U2

The annual exhibitions are very well attended and receive great
praise for their diversity, showing the very personal and individual
works that have been created. You will also see some examples
of the work in progress from some of this year’s Year 7, 8 & 9
students.
Art & Design is a very popular subject area, with many opting to study at GCSE level, and lots of
our ex-students have gone on to study Art & Design courses at Sixth Form. We are very proud of
our excellent record of results in Art & Design and to see each student enjoy the creative process
along the way.
Why not take a few minutes to add to the group drawing that is taking place this evening led
by some of our current students?

Personal Development
Please visit U11, opposite the Library to meet Personal Development Ambassadors
and teaching staff. Explore philosophical ideas about right and wrong; how we got
here etc. Join us for the ‘thinking hats’ activity to consider how we look at difficult
questions in life. There will be displays highlighting the range of topics we consider
in Personal Development.

U11
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Music
Please visit U13 and U14 to view and listen to students’ work
from both key stages and take the opportunity to discuss
our extensive extra-curricular activities.

U13
U14

Design & Technology
The faculty will be providing a range of activities which reflect
the types of learning and teaching that are experienced in
a forward-thinking Design & Technology faculty.
The Technology rooms in use are U6, U7, U8 and U9
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
Examples of the GCSE in Graphic Communication will be on display.

U7

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY Key Stage 3
Examples of practical work from a variety of Key Stage 3 projects will be on display.
There will be a demonstration of use of the 3D printer and laser cutter as well as
practical activities experienced in these subject areas using a range of hand tools.
There will be an opportunity to make a Priestnall Logo keyring using the laser cutter.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY Key Stage 4
Examples of the GCSE in Design and Technology will be on display.

U9

U6

U8

HOSPITALITY & CATERING
There will be demonstrations and samples of food products from across both Key
Stages cooked by Food study students. There will be the opportunity to try the
hydration station, to find hazards in the kitchen and guess how much sugar there
is in popular drinks.

TEXTILE DESIGN
There will be a variety of work from Key stage 3 & 4 including theory and practical
on display.

U6
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VICTORIA

Modern Foreign Languages
In V8 you will have the opportunity to see some Key Stage 3 and Key
Stage 4 resources for Languages and meet the languages teachers
who will be excited to talk to you about any aspect of the course.

V8

Our Languages team and Languages Ambassadors will be happy
to answer any questions you may have and will provide you with
opportunities to take part in some fun activities.
•
•
•
•
•

Cheese tasting from France and Spain
Order the cups game (French and Spanish)
Guess the country (use a magnifying glass to spot clues on a picture)
Guess the film title quizzes in French and Spanish
Penalty shootout activities on iPads.

Stop here for a bit of a rest, enjoy your snack and see how much of the quizzes you can complete...

PE, Sport & Wellbeing
In the Sports Hall there will be basketball, badminton and
netball.
In the Gymnasium there will be a slide show for Dance
and table tennis, with the opportunity for Year 6 students
to participate.

SH
FS
Gym

In the Fitness Suite and Astro you are welcome to tour and
look at the facility.
Astro

PRIESTNALL SCHOOL OPEN EVENING

Learning Support
Learning Support staff will be in rooms LS2 with information and displays to show
how we support students with special educational needs and disabilities at Priestnall.

Library
The Library at Priestnall is the hub of the school, we believe reading is fundamental
and a vital life skill. When you visit take advantage of our Book Fair for a range of
books for all ages.
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LS2

Lib

Resource Base
The Resource Base is a small specialist setting where students who are in the zone
between specialist provision and main stream. Admission to the Resource Base is
in consultation with the Local Authority. Students are taught in a purpose built
and well resourced setting. We follow the Priestnall school curriculum and access
specialist rooms e.g. technology, PE, science rooms. If you are interested in viewing
the Resource Base or finding out more contact Mairsile.griffin@priestnall.stockport.
sch.uk

School Meals Service
Mrs Rochford, our Catering Manager, will be in Café Norris to discuss with you any
special dietary needs and to provide you with an up to date menu of our lunchtime
service. Hot food from our lunchtime menu will be available for you to sample in
Café Norris. Refreshments are available in this area throughout the evening.

The Wellbeing Room
The Wellbeing Room is a support space for students who need short term or longterm restbite, signposting for additional social, emotional and mental health enquiries
and general wellbeing check-ins. We are part of a holistic approach to supporting the
whole child here at Priestnall. You are very welcome to pop-in during Open Evening.

RB

CN

W
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QR CODES

Once you have a QR Code reader installed on your smartphone, you’re ready to scan your first
QR Code. Doing so is very easy. Just follow these simple steps.
• Open the QR Code reader on your phone.
• Hold your device over a QR Code so that it’s clearly visible within your smartphone’s screen.
• Two things can happen when you correctly hold your smartphone over a QR Code.
• The phone automatically scans the code.
• On some readers, you have to press a button to snap a picture, not unlike the button on
your smartphone camera.
• If necessary, press the button.

Welcome to Priestnall School
Scan here to find out

Mathematics use “My
Maths”. What does that look
like?
Scan me to find out…
Mathematics use “Method Maths”.
What does that look like? 3
minute YouTube clip explaining
why we use it.
Scan me to find out…
Science and MFL use
“Activelearn”. What does that
look like?
Scan me to find out…

PRIESTNALL SCHOOL OPEN EVENING

EXAM HIGHLIGHTS

Headline Measures for 2022 (249 students)
‘Basics’ Measures: achieving GCSE English and Maths
• at Grade 4 or better [A*-C]: 85%
• at Grade 5 or better: 59%
• at Grade 7 or better [A*/A]: 21%
Average Attainment 8 Grade: 5.7
Achieving 5 or more GCSEs including English and Maths
• at Grade 4 or better: 82%
• at Grade 5 or better: 58%
Overall grades at 7, 8 & 9: 37%
Overall grades at 8 & 9: 22%

Other successess
English Language 			
					
					
					

grade 9-4 [A*-C]: 88%
grade 9-5: 73%
grade 9-7 [A*/A]: 35%
grade 9: 14 students

English Literature 			
					
					
					

grade 9-4 [A*-C]: 86%
grade 9-5: 73%
grade 9-7 [A*/A]: 29%
grade 9: 12 students

Maths 				
					
					
					

grade 9-4 [A*-C]: 86%
grade 9-5: 64%
grade 9-7 [A*/A]: 29 %
grade 9: 19 students

Grades 9-5 (‘strong’ pass) and above
Biology: 94 % (75 % at 7+; 24 students at grade 9)
Chemistry: 93 % (64% at 7+; 20 students at grade 9)
Physics: 92 % (66 % at 7+; 19 students at grade 9)
French: 86 % (52 % at 7+; 16 students at grade 9)
Geography: 76 % (44 % at 7+; 12 students at grade 9)
History: 70 % (37 % at 7+; 11 students at grade 9)
Art: 96 % (54% at 7+; 15 students at grade 9)
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