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THE 
SCHOOL CURRICULUM IS 
DIVIDED INTO FACULTIES 

LED BY A DIRECTOR OF 
LEARNING, LINKED TO A 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR 

LEADERSHIP TEAM.

CURRICULUM

OUTLINE
OVERVIEW

The curriculum statement for Priestnall School outlines the way in 
which the School fulfils its legal requirements to deliver the National 
Curriculum within the guidelines laid down by the Secretary of State 
for Education, and within the context of our own community and the 
knowledge we have of our own students.

The school is non selective and admits students with a wide range of 
abilities, interests and aspirations.  There is equal opportunity for all 
students to develop individually to maximise their potential.

Learning is a lifelong process; therefore Priestnall School has the 
following curriculum aims:

• To continually improve levels of attainment and achievement;
• To develop in students lively and enquiring minds;
• To help students acquire the skills of literacy, numeracy and ICT 

that will enable them to achieve and succeed adequately in society 
and to continue the learning process;

• To help students develop as both independent and collaborative 
learners;

• To keep students abreast of developments in the fields of 
technology, especially information technology, that will enhance 
their ability to further extend their learning;

• To extend our students’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural 
awareness in order for them to act as active and responsible global 
citizens;

• To emphasise the development of character – alongside academic 
and other areas.

• To promote healthy lifestyle choices, skills and positive values by 
developing participation in sporting activities;

• To develop a ‘Growth Mindset’ and positive learning attitude.

The school’s curriculum is regularly reviewed and adapted to meet the 
changing needs both of our learners and future employers.
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At Priestnall School equality and diversity is promoted through an inclusive curriculum offer. We provide all 
our students with the opportunity to succeed and to reach the highest level of personal achievement.

We shall achieve this by:

• The promotion of equality of opportunity.
• Challenging discrimination in all areas of the curriculum.
• Ensuring that curriculum planning will take account of the needs of all.
• Monitoring and evaluating curriculum provision at school so that it represents a diverse culture and 

society and encourages tolerance and respect.
• Ensuring that the teaching methods used in the delivery of the curriculum will be diverse and appropriate 

for all needs and learning styles.
• Providing resources that reflect and promote equal access for all.
• Promoting cultural understanding and awareness through the content and delivery of the curriculum.
• Actively closing gaps in attainment and achievement between students for all groups of students; 

especially students eligible for Pupil Premium, students with special educational needs and disabilities, 
looked after children and students from minority ethnic groups.

CURRICULUM

EQUALITY & DIVERSITY
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Using the Virtual Learning Environment 

There is a need for students to work independently if they are 
going to achieve their true potential.  In school staff will set work 
that increasingly relies on students working through problems and 
issues at their own pace; making decisions about what resources 
to use and which approaches to take.  Students also need to work 
more independently at home.

INDEPENDENT 
LEARNING
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Students and parents can access resources 
from home via the School’s Learning platform.  
The platform is called Frog and is accessible 
via the school website, by clicking on the 
blue frog at the top of the screen (see picture 
below).  Students have a login for the school 
network, and this is the same username and 
password that is required to access Frog 
when outside the school building.  Parents 
should have a username and password 
issued.  If you do not, then please contact the 
school office. 

Within Frog there are a growing number of 
resources that are available to students 
and parents.  Teachers regularly update and 
iprove resources. 

The Learning platform has become 
increasingly interactive, allowing students to 
access and submit work.

Parents can currently access the Priestnall 
post from their home page and access student 
reports that are issued each half term.

The aim of the platform is to improve 
communication, sharing information more 
effectively and ensuring that all students have 
the support needed to ensure they realise their 
true potential.



Pages   06
YEAR 9 CURRICULUM

GLOSSARY OF 
TERMS

CYPD 
Children’s & Young People’s 
Directorate 

DfE   
Department of Education

DLD   
Deep Learning Day

FSMQ   
Free Standing Mathematics 
Qualification

GCSE   
General Certificate of 
Secondary Education

NQF   
National Qualification 
Framework

NVQ   
National Vocational 
Qualifications 

QCDA   
Qualifications and Curriculum 
Development Agency 

UCAS   
Managing applications to 
higher education courses 
in the UK 
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Of Mice and Men (a reading scheme)Autumn 
Term

Spring 
Term

Summer 
Term

ENGLISH  
In Year 9 students complete their Key Stage 3 in preparation for their 
GCSE exams in both English Language and English Literature. They 
are introduced to all the skills required for success in Year 10 and 11. 
Year 9 is a bridging year between Key Stage 3 and GCSE. Students will 
experience more challenging texts and tasks, thus good working habits 
should be consolidated during the course.

The programme of study is as follows:

Students can be supported in their preparation for the GCSE through the following 
tasks:

For all sections of the course, use the Frog materials.

Study Guides can be purchased from the Library.

Grammar for Writing: Dystopia

Challenging poetry (reading scheme)

Media

Shakespearean speeches (reading)

Fiction and Non-fiction (including 
Sherlock Holmes)
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SHAKESPEARE POETRY

OF MICE AND MEN

 ■ Watching different vesions of key speeches on Youtube
 ■ Researching aspects of Shakespeare’s theatre in more detail
 ■ Going to watch a live play or a recording of a live performance

 ■ Re-reading the novel
 ■ Watching the film version
 ■ Researching the social and historical background on the 

internet
 ■ Completing character studies of the main characters
 ■ Making detailed notes on the themes 

CREATIVE WRITING
 ■ Learning the features of descriptive and narrative writing, and making a poster to display in their bedroom. 

They could also aid memory by creating a mnemonic
 ■ Looking outside the window and listing four things they can see. For each thing, describing how it looks, 

sounds, tastes and smells. Writing four sentences, each one beginning with either an adverb, or an adjective, 
or an exciting and dramatic finite verb (e.g. Whirling across the road, the leaves brushed the tarmac, bruising 
the cold concrete with the fresh, acrid smell of decomposing life.)

 ■ Practising planning answers to sample questions
 ■ Practising writing answers in timed conditions
 ■ Learning punctuation or spelling weaknesses 
 ■ Revising semi-colons, ellipsis, colons, dashes, commas for subordinate clauses
 ■ Compiling a list of five simple verbs: e.g. walk, sit, eat, drink, laugh. Then imagining different types of people: 

a soldier on the battlefield in World War 1, a ten year old refugee and a middle-aged career woman with 
four children. They could then use as many words as possible, focusing on the verbs, describe how each of 
those people would perform each of those verbs. When the list is complete, sharing it with someone else, 
and seeing if they can add more. The skill in writing descriptively is being able to visualize and empathise 
with what they are trying to write about.
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Assessments
Students in Year 9 will build on work done in 
Years 7 & 8. They will begin to experience more 
demanding topics that will prepare them for 
GCSE studies in Years 10 & 11.  Assessments will 
continue to be at the end of each nit but will start 
to feature more GCSE questions.

MATHS  
Students in Year 9 are put into groups according to their Mathematical ability.  
At the end of each half term these groups are reviewed and changes made if 
necessary.

There have been significant changes to GCSE Maths compared to pre-2017 that will 
affect this year group.

The key changes are:

• The volume of subject content has increased. The demand of that content has 
increased, with harder topics introduced. This is true for both Foundation and 
Higher.

• The total time for the examination has increased, from 3½ hours to 4½ hours. All 
exams will be at the end of the course in Year 11.

• There are fewer marks at the lower grades and more marks at the higher grades 
at both Foundation and Higher Tier.

• A new grading structure has been introduced, from grades 9 to 1, to replace the 
previous A* to G grading scale.

• There is a greater emphasis on problem solving and mathematical reasoning, 
with more marks being allocated to these higher-order skills.

• Students are required to memorise formulae – fewer formulae will be provided in 
examinations.

GCSE MATHEMATICS
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METHOD MATHS
https://www.methodmaths.com/login.html

We are currently following the Edexcel Linear Mathematics (9-1) course, although a review of the most 
suitable exam board is always being undertaken and  we may decide that  a different exam board meets 
our needs better in the future.

To support your child we will keep up to date with all changes and ensure that students are familiar with the 
new types of questions.

Homework is set using “Mathswatch” as well as more traditional paper activities. Students will also be 
expected to complete a number of past papers using ‘Method Maths’. 

There will be greater emphasis on exam type questions as we move through into Year 10 and 11.

MATHSWATCH
https://www.mathswatchvle.com 
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SCIENCE 
In the first two terms of Year 9, students study a foundation to GCSE course 
in Science. This is a preparatory course designed for progression onto the 
Edexcel GCSE Science courses.

The course is broken up into the following units of study: Key Stage 3 Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics and then after the Easter Holiday, students begin the 
first GCSE topics. 

TOPIC ORDER KEY TASKS

BLOCK 1: these three topics may be taught in any order

BIOLOGY
9A Genetics & Evolution 

Homework: online retrieval practice.
Homework: genetics research task.
Written assessment: completed at end of topic.

CHEMISTRY 
9E Making Materials

Practical: crystallisation of copper sulphate.
Homework: materials research task.
Homework: online retrieval practice.
Written assessment: completed at end of topic.

PHYSICS 
9I Forces & Motion

Homework: online retrieval practice.
Homework: forces research task.
Written Assessment: completed at end of topic.

BLOCK 2: these three topics may be taught in any order

BIOLOGY 
9A Plant Growth &
Ecosystems 

Homework: online retrieval practice.
Homework: plant growth research task.
Written Assessment:  completed at end of topic.

CHEMISTRY 
9F Reactivity

Practical: temperature change in endo  and 
exothermic reactions.
Homework: online retrieval tasks.
Homework: reactiviy research task.
Written Assessment:  completed at end of topic.

PHYSICS 
9J Force Fields & 
Electromagnets

Practical: using circuits to investigate resistance.
Homework: online retrieval practice.
Homework: force fields research task.
Written Assessment:  completed at end of topic.

BLOCK 3: Chemistry & Physics may be taught in any order, Biology must be 
taught last.
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THE PRIESTNALL FROG

Ensure completion of Educake homework.

Encourage the use of revision websites such as https://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p.

Year 9 will use the same CGP KS3 Science Complete Revision 
and Practice Guides that were available during Years 7 & 8. 
If your son/daughter didn’t purchase one in previous years 
they are available from the school library at a cost of £6.00. 

Encourage the creation of a revision timetable well before 
the assessment dates.

Help your son/daughter create individual revision materials 
(i.e. mind maps, flash cards, revision notes etc). These can 
also be created online by using websites such as www.cram.
com and www.flashcardmachine.com.

Ensure that all classwork and homework is complete and is 
of a good standard.  Please use Frog to keep up to date on 
homework tasks that are set by your child’s Science teacher.

HOW CAN YOU HELP YOUR CHILD? Educake is an online science learning platform. 
All students should have received a username 
and password and spent some time in an IT 
room with their Science teacher exploring how 
to use Educake.
 
Students can complete the tasks set on Educake 
on their PC, tablet or smartphone by going to 
www.educake.co.uk. There is also an Educake 
app which students can download to their 
smartphone. Your son/daughter’s Science 
teacher will be setting homework and revision 
on Educake; however, students can also set 
themselves tests for more practice. Every 
question is auto-marked, and students get instant 
feedback. We strongly advise your son/daughter 
to revisit their Educake work and retry tests 
which have been set as this will develop their 
learning. Educake also provides students with 
pre-assigned tests based on their weaknesses 
which again are beneficial for them to attempt 
during their home learning time. 
 
There are a couple of things students need to be 
aware of when answering questions on Educake; 
Small spelling mistakes are accepted. In most 
cases answers can have up to two letters wrong 
and they are still marked as correct. Complete 
sentences are not required, Educake questions 
have one-word answers, however occasionally 
the answer is a multiple word phrase like “protons 
and neutrons”. 

The Priestnall Frog (www.priestnall.stockport.sch.uk) has 
revision resources for the units taught. There are also exam 
tips and many other helpful support areas. These can be 
found under All Subjects and Science. 

EDUCAKE

GCSE Biology
CB1 Key Concepts in 
Biology

First lessons of the GCSE Biology course: 
Microscopes, Cells, Special-ised Cells, Bacteria.
Homework: bacteria.
Core Practical and analysis questions: making 
microscope slides.

GCSE Chemistry
CC3-4 Atomic Structure 
& the Periodic Table

First lessons of the GCSE Chemistry course: 
Atomic Structure, Atomic Number and Mass 
Number, Isotopes, Electronic Configuration, 
Mende-leev’s Periodic Table.
Homework: atomic structure. 
End-of-unit assess-ment: exam questions on 
Atomic Structure & the Periodic Table.

GCSE Physics
CP3 Conservation of 
Energy

First lessons of the GCSE Physics course: Energy 
Stores and Transfers, Energy Efficiency, Keeping 
Warm, Stored Energies, Non-renewable and 
Renewable Resources.
Homework: energy stores.  
End-of-unit assess-ment: exam questions on 
Conservation of Energy.

Exercise books will be collected in and passed on to Year 10 Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics teachers.
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Assessment Programme 
Throughout Year 9 regular assessments take place to 
assess the standard to which students are working.  We 
assess the quality of work which students present and 
this acts as an indicator for attainment at GCSE level 
should students choose Art as an option.

ART, CRAFT & DESIGN  
Art and Design is on every students’ timetable in Year 9 and offers a broad 
and creative curriculum exploring a range of themes, materials and 
processes.

For many students this will be their final 
experience of Art and Design education as 
they will go on to select alternative choices 
for their GCSE courses. 

It is our hope and belief that, for these 
students, they will be equipped to 
appreciate Art at an adult level on 
completing Year 9; being competent 
and confident in their abilities to record, 
investigate and respond to the visual and 
creative world around them.

We explore the things that we see and feel 
to communicate ideas and meanings. We 
will revisit subjects from the genres of 
PEOPLE, PLACES and OBJECTS enabling 
students to show progression in their 
understanding and approach. 
We work with traditional and new media, 
developing confidence, refining skills to a 
high level and developing imagination and 

IN SUMMARY
creativity at every opportunity. 
We learn to appreciate and value images and 
artefacts across further times and cultures and 
to understand the contexts in which they were 
made. 
In art, craft and design we assess our own and 
other people’s work, judging quality, value and 
meaning. 
We learn to think and act as artists, craftspeople 
and designers, working creatively and 
intelligently. 
We develop an appreciation of art, craft and 
design, and its role in the creative and cultural 
industries that enrich our lives. 

During Year 9 students are offered guidance 
about their option choices and the careers that 
are accessed within the creative industries.

Students of all abilities are welcomed onto our 
GCSE courses and supported to achieve the 
school’s high expectations.
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COMPUTING & 
BUSINESS STUDIES 
Cybersecurity

This unit takes the learners on an eye-opening journey of discovery about 
techniques used by cybercriminals to steal data, disrupt systems, and infiltrate 
networks. The learners will start by considering the value of their data to 
organisations and what they might use it for. They will then look at social 
engineering techniques used by cybercriminals to try to trick users into giving 
away their personal data. The unit will look at the more common cybercrimes 
such as hacking, DDoS attacks, and malware, as well as looking at methods to 
protect ourselves and our networks against these attacks.

Data Science

In this unit, learners will be introduced to data science, and by the end of the unit 
they will be empowered by knowing how to use data to investigate problems 
and make changes to the world around them. Learners will be exposed to both 
global and local data sets and gain an understanding of how visualising data 
can help with the process of identifying patterns and trends. Towards the end of 
the unit, the learners will go through the steps of the investigative cycle to try to 
solve a problem in the school using data. 

Media: Animations

Films, television, computer games, advertising, and architecture have been 
revolutionised by computer-based 3D modelling and animation. In this unit 
learners will discover how professionals create 3D animations using the 
industry-standard software package, Blender.  By completing this unit learners 
will gain a greater understanding of how this important creative field is used to 
make the media products that we consume. Sessions will take learners through 
the basics of modelling, texturing, and animating; outputs will include 3D 
models, short videos, and VR. Links are made throughout to computer science, 
computational thinking, and the world of work. Tools and techniques learnt in 
this unit can also be used for 3D printing.
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Physical computing

This unit applies and enhances the learners’ programming skills in a new 
engaging context: physical computing, using the BBC micro:bit. 
In the first half of the unit, learners will get acquainted with the host of 
components built into the micro:bit, and write simple programs that use these 
components to interact with the physical world. In the process, they will refresh 
their Python programming skills and encounter a range of programming 
patterns that arise frequently in physical computing applications.  In the second 
half, learners will work in pairs to build a physical computing project. They will 
be required to select and design their project purposefully, apply what they 
have learnt by building a prototype, and keep a structured diary throughout the 
process. 

Python programming with sequences of data

This unit introduces learners to how data can be represented and processed 
in sequences, such as lists and strings. The lessons cover a spectrum of 
operations on sequences of data, that range from accessing an individual 
element to manipulating the entire sequence. Great care has been taken so 
that the selection of problems used in the programming tasks are realistic and 
engaging: learners will process solar system planets, book texts, capital cities, 
leaked passwords, word dictionaries, ECG data, and more.

Representations: Going audio visual

In this unit, learners will focus on digital media such as images and sounds, and 
discover the binary digits that lie beneath these types of media



Pages   016
YEAR 9 CURRICULUM

D
IR

EC
TO

R 
O

F 
LE

A
R

N
IN

G
: M

R 
A

 T
H

U
R

ST
A

N

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
During Year 9 we give students the opportunity to continue their broad studies 
of all the of key areas of Design & Technology. These topics will last a half 
term each and will be taught over the 3 school terms. 

The topics that students will study, focus on developing their understanding 
of the core principles of Design and Technology. Students are assessed at the 
end of each topic and their grades will be informed by, classwork, any design 
and make tasks and an end of unit assessment. In all areas the students are 
encouraged to plan and carry out their own research into a range of products 
and critically assess the information they have gathered. Students have the 
opportunity to analyse existing products to see how they are designed and 
manufactured. 

IN SUMMARY

These are brought to life through a series of lessons which look at the 
roles that nature plays in the design of the built environment. Students 
are encouraged to find inspiration from natural forms to stimulate 
design proposals, creating both drawn and physical outcomes. 
Biomimicry is used to convey theory based on science, mathematics 
and art. The use of digital media is encouraged throughout to assist 
folio generation and to present a proposal for further evaluation.

D&T: FUNCTIONALITY & AESTHETICS

Woods, Polymers & Metals: gives an insight into 
the knowledge, understanding and skills required 
for higher level learning. Students focus on the 
iterative design process of exploring, creating 
and evaluating ideas. This topic involves working 
to a design brief & specification, using Computer 
Aided Design software, making a prototype and 
evaluating work. 

D&T: WOOD, POLYMERS & METALS
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

Enables students to gain a basic knowledge of the hospitality and catering industry, in particular the 
relevant mandatory and other health and safety requirements within the food industry. Understanding basic 
nutrition, dietary requirements and what constitutes a healthy meal is at the core of this unit. Students will 
be better informed to make personal dietary choices as well as understanding diet-related factors that 
others may have to consider.

Prepares students with the skills required to succeed in the subject of Graphic design and focuses on 
four objectives; investigating, exploring ideas, recording ideas and presenting a final outcome. This 
topic will focus on experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes to gain 
understanding of the visual language. 

TEXTILE DESIGN

CATERING, FOOD & NUTRITION

Gives students an insight into the knowledge, 
understanding and skills required to succeed 
in the Textile Design industry and focuses on 
four objectives; investigating, exploring ideas, 
recording ideas and presenting a final outcome. 
This topic will focus on using a wide range of 
materials, fabrics and processes.

Students will design products using a range of methods, including free hand sketching, 3D modelling and 
CAD (Computer Aided Design). They use this knowledge to help them plan and manage their time when 
manufacturing their prototypes. Students have to organise their resources and prioritise tasks in order to 
complete a successful practical outcome in each project area. Students assess themselves and others, 
identifying strengths and targets for improvement. 

Students use a range of tools, equipment, machinery, materials and ingredients with accuracy and 
precision to produce quality finished outcomes. On completion of the final product students test and 
evaluate their products using a variety of methods including taste testing and target market feedback.

Homework for Year 9 will be issued through the Priestnall Learning Platform Frog drive.
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DRAMA 
During Year 9 students will: 

• Recognise, evaluate and extend the skills and techniques they have 
developed through drama; Use a range of drama techniques, including work 
in role, to explore issues, ideas and meanings e.g. by playing out hypotheses, 
by changing perspectives; 

• Develop and compare different interpretations of scenes or plays by 
Shakespeare or other dramatists; 

• Convey action, character, atmosphere and tension when scripting and 
performing plays; write critical evaluations of performances they have seen 
or in which they have participated, identifying the contributions of the writer, 
director and actors. 

• Use space, movement and voice with imagination, commitment and with 
minimum self-consciousness, to communicate meaning and evaluate that 
use 

• Contribute positively to the development and realisation of ideas within a 
range of groupings, and encourage others to contribute fully to the same 
group 

• Recognise and apply the need to work in detail and depth, refining, editing 
and selecting when devising for presentation 

• Structure a presentation with the needs of a given audience in mind 
• Use and understand the following technical vocabulary: 

Symbolism                
Naturalism           
Abstract           
Split focus 

Dramatic tension       
Transformation     
Fourth wall      
Ritual 

Moment of choice      
Choreography       
Convention      
Period 

Society                     
Culture & Style     
Angels and devils 

• Use a range of dramatic skills, techniques, forms and conventions to express 
ideas and feelings effectively, with clear understanding of the differences 
between naturalistic and non- naturalistic forms and techniques 

• Appreciate drama from different cultures and times and use elements in 
their work 

• Develop the ability to connect their own experience with the world beyond 
• Consolidate their ability to reflect upon and respond in depth to their work 

and that of others in the class, showing an ability to recognise quality 
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GEOGRAPHY
In Year 9 students begin to investigate in greater detail a range of places 
and environments at different scales around the world. Students learn about 
geographical patterns and processes and how political, economic, social and 
environmental factors affect contemporary geographical issues. They also learn 
about how places and environments are interdependent. They use a wide range 
of geographical skills and resources such as maps, satellite images and ICT. In 
Year 9, students study four units. The last of these units blends KS3 and KS4 
content together to provide students with a taste of the level of difficulty and 
style of learning that will take place at GCSE.

Do borders matter?  The impact of 
migration and population change on 
geopolitics, how and why the borders 
of countries are changing and creating 
conflict.

Will my grandchildren ever see a gla-
cier? How and why glacial landscapes 
are changing, natural and human 
causes of climate change, the global 
consequences of human induced cli-
mate change.
 

Why is the Middle East an important 
regaion?Analysis of the human and 
physical geography of the Middle East 
to determine why the Middle East has 
become such a significant area of 
the world, why so much conflict has 
arisen in the region and to analyse the 
impacts the conflicts have had on the 
rest of the world.

Should we be living near the coast? 
Coastal processes and landforms, how 
and why coastal processes are man-
aged.

There are five aspects to being an outstanding Geographer 
therefore students will be assessed on their ability to: 
Know information as a Geographer | knowledge of locations, 
places, environments | Think as a Geographer - understanding of 
the processes that lead to the specific characteristics of places 
Study as a Geographer | competence in a range of skills including 
fieldwork, mapping and GIS and in researching 
Apply ideas as a Geographer | apply geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to real world contexts 
Communicate as a Geographer | develop well-evidenced 
arguments drawing on their geographical knowledge and 
understanding

Students will be assessed by means of a baseline test as well as 
through GCSE-style questions and end-of-unit tests, with students 
being assessed using GCSE grade descriptions. Students do not 
take any actual GCSE examinations during Year 9 however the 
final two topics are actual topics from the GCSE which they will 
be examined on during Year 11.

• Encourage pupils to read and use 
maps whenever possible when at 
home, on days out or on holiday.

• Encourage pupils to complete the 
homework tasks that are set for 
them. Homework will be assessed 
through either teacher assessment 
or students will use their homework 
within a lesson and will receive feed-
back on it within the lesson. 

• Encourage pupils to take an interest 
in world events by looking for stories 
connected to Geography and the 
environment in the news.

HOW TO SUPPORT 
YOUR CHILD
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HISTORY

MEDICINE THROUGH TIME AND 
VICTORIAN LONDON
Students will start Year 9 by looking 
at Medicine Through Time. This is 
in preparation for their proper GCSE 
studies in Year 10. Students will study 
the development of medical thinking 
and treatments in the following time 
periods: Ancient Greece | Ancient Rome
Medieval England | Renaissance Period 
| Industrial Britain (1750-1850)

THE RISE OF THE DICTATORS- 1917-
1940
Students will continue their studies by 
looking at the rise of the 20th century 
dictators. This will include studying the 
causes of the Russian Revolution, The 
emergence of the Bolsheviks, leading 
to the rise of Stalin and his creation 
of a terror state. We will then move 
to Nazi Germany and look at Hitler’s 
establishment of a dictatorship in 
Germany.

THE HOMEFRONT: WORLD WAR 2
Students will look at the outbreak of 
WW2, and focus on the effects of war at 
home. This will include looking at events 
such as The Blitz and Evacuation, then 
broadening the focus to look at the key 
events of Dunkirk and D-Day. Finally, we 
look at the end of WW2 which includes 
the dropping of the atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLD 
WAR
Students will finish Year 9 by looking at 
the events directly following the end of 
WW2. This essentially means looking 
at the roots of the Cold War and the 
development of Superpower relations. 
This will include students studying key 
historical events at this time such as, 
The Cuba Missile Crisis and an overview 
of the Vietnam War. This is preparation 
for this same topic in GCSE History.

HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
Parents are able to support their child by accessing 
the ‘Year 9’ section which can be found on the VLE. 
This contains a list of all topics covered in class, 
including supporting Power-points. All assessments 
can also be accessed here including mark schemes. 
This can be used as a stimulus for parents to extend 
their knowledge further in order to support their child 
at home. Parents may also choose to visit the Year 
10 section of the Learning Platform to examine the 
type of exam question that students are preparing to 
answer as the year proceeds.

In Year 9 students are able to access four units of work.
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MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES
All students continue with their language studies. 

By the end of the year, we expect our Year 9 learners to be able to talk about 
themselves and their lives and also about wider ranging issues such as the 
environment and be able to express their opinions with reasons.
Pupils should also be able to use some transactional language and some 
more formal register.

They will be able to use multiple tenses (present, near/simple future, perfect, 
imperfect, conditional) and more complex structures (e.g. comparative, 
superlative, infinitives) all whilst developing their knowledge of the 
Francophone culture.

Module 1
Mon monde 
à moi

Pupils able to talk about their lives and their likes/dislikes 
using a wider variety of language. Pupils revise all three main 
tenses (present, near future and perfect).

Module 2
Projets 
d’avenir

Pupils able to talk about their plans and hopes for the future. 
Pupils are introduced to the (simple) future tense and go on 
to practise and consolidate their knowledge of three tenses, 
asking and answering questions in context of an interview with 
French inventor, Bertin Nahum.

Module 3
Ma vie en 
musique

To allow pupils to express their musical tastes, justifying their 
opinions with reasons. Also an introduction to the imperfect 
tense in context of comparing life past and present. Pupils 
consolidate their knowledge of the present, perfect and 
imperfect tenses.

Module 4
Le meilleur 
des mondes

Pupils continue to develop their command of the present, 
perfect and imperfect tenses, as well as being introduced to 
the conditional in context of creating a better world. Pupils are 
introduced to, and practise using, superlatives. Further practice 
with three time frames (present, past, conditional).

Module 5
Le monde 
francophone 
(Grammaire)

Further practice and consolidation of key grammatical 
structures and tenses. Pupils operate in three time frames 
using a wide variety of tenses in context of travel and popular 
culture in the Francophone world. Also an opportunity for 
pupils to practise transactional language  in the formal 
register.

FRENCH OUTLINE
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SPANISH OVERVIEW

Sounds of the language –er and –ir verbs in preterit 
Lives of Spanish speakers in the US T2.1

Past tense (preterite) –ar verbs 
Describing past events (holidays) T1.1 –er and –ir verbs in preterit 

Climate change T2.1

Past tense (preterite) –er/–ir verbs 
Asking questions about past events T1.1 –ar/–er/–ir verbs in preterit 

A school event T2.1

Possessives ‘mi’ and ‘tu’; ESTAR 
Describing the location of things T1.1 ‘Tener que’ & tuve/tuviste/tuvo 

Making a film T2.2

Reflexive pronoun ‘se’ 
A Mexican tradition T1.1 ESTAR in the imperfect tense 

Comparing how you feel vs felt T2.2

Direct object pronouns ‘los’ & ‘las’ 
Talking about food and culture T1.1 Imperfect continuous 

Describing events in the past T2.2

Spanish OVS word order 
A trip to a Spanish-speaking city T1.1 Imperfect continuous (cont.) 

Reporting the news T2.2

Using the pronoun ‘les’ 
Looking after people T1.1 preterit vs imperfect  

Describing what you used to do. T3.1

–ar verbs in 2nd person plural (–áis) 
Sport and exercise T1.2

Preterit vs imperfect 
Describing family celebrations in the 
past 

T3.1

‘Estáis’ and ‘sois’  
Health T1.2

SER for traits. Soy, eres. Imperfect : era, 
era. 
Jobs in the past and present.

T3.1

SER vs ESTAR [revisited] 
How people feel T1.2 Tenía and había (Imperfect tense) 

Text Exploitation Don Quijote T3.1

Revision and test practice week 
Weekend activities T1.2 Eres vs sois 

Talking about jobs T3.1

IR in present and past 
Where people go (and went) T1.2

ER verbs in the present tense (es)/(éis) 
what you can/must and want to do at 
school

T3.1

IR in future 
Future plans T1.2 Gustar -type verbs. IOP ‘le’ ‘les’ 

Spending time with friends T3.2

HACER in preterit 
Talking about the weather T2.1 SER and ESTAR. 

Gender agreements. traits and states T3.2

–ar verbs in the preterit 
A charity event T2.1 Demonstrative adjectives 

A trip to the theme park T3.2

–ar verbs in the preterit 
Talking about history T2.1 Talking about possessions 

Possessive/Demonstrative adjectives. T3.2
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LISTENING AND READING
Learning as much topic-related vocabulary as 
possible. Vocabulary building needs to be done at 
regular intervals and not just when learning is set for 
homework for a test. Students are expected to revise 
lesson content each evening after a Languages 
lesson has been delivered. 
Practise finding and using synonyms.
Use reading and listening materials online to 
enhance understanding. Their language teacher will 
be happy to help with any difficulties they encounter 
in completing the questions. 

SPEAKING AND WRITING
Ensure all class notes are up to date and thorough to 
be used to support revision and consolidation. 
Examine the criteria sheets so they know what they 
need to do for the higher grades.
Make sure they include a range of tenses.

HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD 
Test them at regular intervals. This does not mean 
that you should be spending hours learning it with 
them! 
Encourage them to use the internet to practise 
vocabulary/grammar they have learnt: 
www.atantot.co.uk 
www.languagesonline.co.uk 
Encourage them to use the strategies on how to 
answer questions they have learnt in class. This will 
greatly increase their chances of a higher grade. 

RESOURCES TO BUY 
If students have not already purchased a bilingual 
dictionary it is necessary to do so since, when used 
properly and with lots of practice, it is an important 
tool to help improve the quality of work.

CULTURAL LINKS

We endeavour to provide as many opportunities as possible for students to learn about the cultural aspects 
of French life. We make cultural links at appropriate times throughout the course.  

ASSESSMENT

Assessments cover skills of listening and reading, speaking and writing with enhanced focus on grammar 
and translation. Learners are assessed each half term on 2-4 of the above skills with all skills being assessed 
regularly over the year.

Students will have regular vocabulary tests. These will form part of the on-going assessment of student 
progress and therefore it is essential that time and efforts are invested. 

Preparation for and performance in all assessments is tracked thoroughly. Students are expected to prioritise 
accordingly and manage their time effectively in order to make the most of their language learning opportunity. 
Full focus and application is vital right from the start to ensure all basic content is grasped early days which 
is a massive confidence booster in later lesson when we revisit items.

INDEPENDENT STUDY AND HOMEWORK

Students are set regular vocabulary learning which is tested. Of course, there is the expected independent 
vocabulary building using all the other websites suggested in class. They are expected to complete regular 
homework online using Active Learn which offers students invaluable practice using correct examination 
techniques. 

Make sure they include a range of tenses.

RESOURCES TO BUY

If students have not already purchased a bilingual dictionary it is necessary to do so since, when used properly 
and with lots of practice, it is an important tool to help improve the quality of work.

VISION ADVICDE AND USEFUL INFORMATION HOW LEARNERS CAN HELP THEMSELVES
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MUSIC

IN SUMMARY

During Year 9, students study a wide range of musical genres, with many 
opportunities for practical learning. All students are individuals and therefore 
have different learning styles and musical tastes, which is why our Year 9 
curriculum values all music styles, skills and instruments and is designed to 
broaden minds and foster a love of all music that students of all abilities and 
backgrounds will enjoy.

The students explore a different 
Scheme of Work each half term:
 
TERM 1A – RHYTHM AND METRE
During this scheme of work students 
will develop their understanding of 
standard notation through a series of 
composition activities. 

TERM 1B – JAZZ
During this scheme of work students 
will develop their ability to recognise, 
explore and perform different styles of 
Jazz music from early Blues to Modern 
day.
 
TERM 2A – SOUNDTRACK
During this scheme of work students 
will explore and learn about how music 
is used in film to portray emotions and 
help to describe and add contest to 
different scenes.

TERM 2B – MUSIC FROM THE 
CARIBBEAN
During this scheme of work students 
will explore and learn about the origins 
and features of Reggae and other styles 
from the Caribbean such as Mento and 
Ska.

 
TERM 3A/3B – POPULAR MUSIC
During this Scheme of Work students 
will explore, learn and then be able 
to recognise the key features and 
characteristics of different genres of 
popular music and the associated 
fashions and cultures

Students learn through a variety of activities to develop 
their skills in performing, composing and listening and 
appraising.

Music specific composition software such as Sibelius and 
GarageBand are used more extensively at Year 9.

Instrumentalists are encouraged to perform on their 
instruments during curriculum music.
  
Assessment takes place during each half term and where 
possible is in line with the GCSE mark scheme.
 
The Year 9 Music curriculum is designed to be accessed by 
all but also to enable students to make informed options 
choices and to prepare those who decide to take Music at 
GCSE. 

“One good thing about music, 
when it hits you, you feel no 

pain.” 
Bob Marley
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Students will be assessed against Priestnall levels, but the teacher 
will also use GCSE PE and OCR Sports Studies grading as appropriate, 
therefore developing knowledge for options achievements in both ex-
ams.  

During the 5 lessons per fortnight the students will complete practical 
lessons, but in the weeks leading up to Options Evening, the students 
will sample theory lesson in both PE exams. 

Hockey
Football
Athletics
Cricket
Rounders

Fitness 
Rugby 
Badminton
Basketball 
Handball

GIRLS

In Year 9 the students study a foundation year in PE ready to support 
the students into Year 10.  This will give the students the ability to 
make an informed decision on the 2 potential options available to them 
in Year 10.  The class teacher will cover aspects of both GCSE PE and 
OCR Sports Studies for theory and practical lessons. 

Tennis
Softball

BOYS

Netball
Badminton
Cricket
Rounders
Softball

Rugby
Badminton
Hockey
Handball
Football

Tennis
Dance
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AA  LLeevveell  PPEE  
SSppoorrttss  SSttuuddiieess  

LLeevveell  33  

AA  LLeevveell  DDaannccee  
  BBTTEECC  DDaannccee  

LLeevveell  33  

Priestnall School Physical Education Journey Curriculum Map Year 7-11 
“Striving For a Healthy, Active and Skilful Future” 

 

Year 
7  

Year 
9  

Year 
10&11  

  

Year 
10/11 
Options 
 

Pursuit in 
specialist study 

GCSE PE & OCR Sports Studies  

GCSE Dance & BTEC 
Dance  

Building healthy and 
active futures 

Year 

8 
 

Refining and 
Thriving 

Developing Skills and 
Embedding 
Knowledge 

Inspiring and Broadening 
Sporting Experiences 

Physical ME 

 

Healthy ME 

 

Leading ME 

 

Thinking ME 

 

Creative ME 
 

Your 
Physical 
Education 
Journey 
starts 
here…… 
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PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
The Beliefs and Values department has changed and is now the Personal 
Development department to reflect the importance of our students and 
staff developing both academically and as unique individuals.

In Year 9 students will study:

1. Why does what we believe affect what we value? - Identifying how personally 
held beliefs affect values, words and actions we make, (whether religious 
or non-religious in nature).  Exploring whether faith makes any empirical 
difference.  Recognising extremist views and their impact.  Consideration of 
how faith positively impacts our world, including charities such as Islamic 
Relief and the Salvation Army.

2. Can we stop crime? - Defining the nature and differences between rules and 
laws.  Exploring the origins of law in the UK.  Recognising different types of 
court and their roles.  Rights if searched or arrested.

3. How should we manage relationships?  The importance of mutual respect in different forms of 
relationships. Communication, negotiation, and mutual support in relationships.  

4. How do people try to influence consent? - Exploring pressures on consent and how to be assertive 
and resist pressure to influence consent.

5. What makes a lifestyle unhealthy? - Exploring healthy and unhealthy mindsets including the 
impact of unhealthy choices on health and wellbeing, and sources of guidance and support.

6. What does it mean to be Hindu? - 4 lessons exploring key principles, beliefs and practices within 
Hinduism.

7. Making Ethical Decisions - Including key philosophical principles for making moral decisions, such 
as Virtue Ethics and Utilitarianism.

8. Medical Ethics - Considering ethical and moral perspectives on medical issues such as organ 
donation and animal testing

9. What is real intimacy?  Including characteristics of relationship intimacy in real relationships and 
the perceptions of relationships and intimacy in media, including the impact of pornography on 
relationships.

10. What is a healthy relationship?  Including consideration of long term forms of relationship, 
domestic abuse, contraception, STI’s and parenthood.

11. What is terrorism and extremism? - Defining extremism and terrorism, their aims and 
methodology.  The impact of terror and extremism on individuals and society

12. Why is mental health and wellbeing so important?  Exploring physical and emotional health and 
the impact of healthy and unhealthy decisions and lifestyle practices.

13. How does money affect my future? - Considering financial risk and reward, the nature of debt.

IN SUMMARY


